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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 
and others connected with aviation. 
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THE REHABILITATION OF MARCH FIELD 


-With the approval, at the first session of the 69th Congress, of the Air Corps 
five-year prosram, and at the second session of appropriations to carry on this 
program, one of the first steps taken by the War Department has been to provide tem- 
porary additional training facilities at March Field. Almost six years ago this 
stetion was aoandoned as an active field and all the activities of primary training 
were concentrated at Brooks Field, 

It is planned ultimately to concentrate all training eptavitéian in the vicin- 
ity of the Training Center in Texes, and when the necessary additional facilities 
are:made available the activities of the Primary Flying School at March Field will 
be transferred to Texas. This does not mean, however, that March Field will be 
abandoned , for it is proposed to station there, at a later date, certain tactical 

units, and ail new construction contemplated at this station has been planned with 
this purpose in view, 

A Bill, H.R. 15547, passed recently. by Congress, gives authority for the ex= 
penditure of 550,000. for barracks for enlisted men and $750,000 for officers' 
quarters. The new buildings will be of fireproof material and a type of architec- 
ture suitable to that vicinity of California. Work on the new construction will ~ 
commence early in next July and be completed as soon as practicable, Colonel Wil- 
liem C, Gardenshire, Quartermaster Corps, has been ordered to take station at the ° 
field about March 15th for. duty as Quartermaster and Constructing Quartermaster. 

Plans tentatively made contemplate sending 15 officers and 623 enlisted men 
of the Army Air Corps to March Field by the middle of next June, and by September. 

) lst next, when the, first class of 165 flying cadets and 42 student officers will 
begin their primary flying training, the strength at the field will be 124 Air Corps 
officers and 788 enlisted men, these figures including the students, In addition 

to the Air Corps personnel, it is proposed to station at this new activity two - 
officers and 20 enlisted men of the Quartermaster Corps and 5 officers and 25 en-- 
listed men of the Medical Corps, 

To make up the commissioned and enlisted strength above mentioned, certain Air 
Corps organizations now at other flying fields will receive orders in the near 
futur directing them to travel westward, The organizations tentatively achentae 
to proceed to March Field are the following: 

47th Schook Squadren, from Brooks Field, Texas 

70th Service Squadron from.Kelly Field, Texas | 

Lith Bombardment Squadron from Langley Fiéld, Va, | 

95th Pursuit Squadron from Selfridge. Field, Mich. 

44th Observation Squadron and 23rd Photo Section from Fort Sill, Okla. 

For the requirements of the new flying school it is planned to have ‘approxie 
mately 143 training planes. 

The first contingent sent to March Field will find their time mostly occupied 
in preparing the old barracks, mess halls, school buildings and hangars for the 
use of the first primary flying class. It is some time since these buildings have 
been occupied and we have found that war-time construction needs continual 
maintenance... : 

March Field was originally established during the war, and was named in honor 
of Lieut. Peyton C.. March, Jr., Air Corps, United States Army, who lost ‘-his life 
While undergoing training at Fort Worth, Texas. He was the son of Major-Generas 
Peyton C. Mareh, former Chief of Staff ofthe Army. ; ! 
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TEST. FLIGHTS OF WILKINS! ARCTIC AIRPLANE 





The Stinson-Detroiter airplane, which will, be used by Captain George Hubert . 
Wilkins in his quest for unknown lands in the: Arctic regions, north of Point Barrow, 
next March and April, was recently given weight carrying tests at Selfridge Field, 
Mich, The plane was tested with a load of 2,000 lbs., and with skiis, both of which 
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tests being satisfactory. 

Two thousand pounds approx ime tee the load the plane will have to carry when: 
it leaves the ground for exploration flights, comprising gasoline, 1500 1bs.; oil, 
50 lbs.; and the weicht of Pilot ben Eielson and Capt. Wilkins, food equipment and 
instruments, about 450 pounds, 


Eddie Stinson, designer and builder of the ship, was et the controls during 
the test flights, with Capt. Wilkins as passonger. Stinson flew the ship from phe 
Ford Airport to Self ridge Fiold, The ship has five gas tanks. 

-=000—— 


GENERAL SUMMERALL URGES ACTION ON PROMOTION 


Major-General C.P. Summerall, Chief of Stafi, made the following statement be- 
fore the House Military Affairs Committee: 

Mr. Chairman, the subject under consideration for giving relief to the person- 
nel situation in the Army is one of which I have only a general knowledge from my 
contacts with the Army itself. My predecessor, General Hines, was a member of the 
board that investigated the subject and I have only recently come to the position 
of Chief of Steff to relieve him. No formal statement has been prepared by me and 
I should like to confine myself to such observations as I think have an ‘appeal from 
the viewpoint of the service itself. The study has been presented in great detail 
by the War Department, with the principles involved and the data in support of those 
principles. They will be explained by the officers who nade that study, with the | 
conviction, I hope, that they seom to carry. 

In discussing the subject, I feel that I must approach it from the ‘point of 
view of my conception of an army and of the peculiar status: of officers and en- 
listed men in their relations to the country’ and to the Government. My views are 
largely based.upon elements which may be intangitle but,, as in the case of many 
great problems of life, the intangible is far more potent in _ necessities and 
appeal than the tangible elements, ° 

Must Fulfill Mission. 

An ermy differs f rom any other instrumentality of the: Government , éxeept: the 
navy. In fixing the stetug of any organization, agency or instrumentality the | 
guiding purpose must be the mission of that instrumentality, It must be created | 
and cgnducted so as to fulfill that mission, or else it must fail, I could-not, 
therefore, compare the Army, its officers avid soldiers to the personnel of any ine 
dustry or of any. civil department of the Government. My.concept of an army is that 
its mission is to engage in war, when war.is necessary and to gain peace which .the 
agencies of peace of the’ Government have lost. It must be organized and imbued . with 
the spirit that will engage in battle and that will win victory. 

The officers and soldiers of an army are expected to consecrate, themselves to 
their country, subordinate their personalities, their rights, their privileges and 
their opportunities to the good of the country as a whole. They must be imbued a 
with fortutude, courage and the fighting spirit that will win victory in the face 
of opposition of any enemy, They must be resigned to giving their lives, to suffer 
ing wounds, hardships and privations, and to living in a state of danger and often 
of horror, We can not pay them in money for their service,. Soldiers do not fight 
and give their lives for money, for fear of punishmont or for selfish motives. 

No soldier ever fell in battle or suffered wounds for selfish advancement or selfis: 
gain. It is the intangible that gives a man the spirit : that a soldier displays on 
the field of battle. 

While all men are imbued with certain basic qualities ‘of human nature, these - 
qualities must be developed to make efficient soldiers. An efficient army is a . 
priceless possession of a government, while an inefficient army is the greatest ex- 
travagance that'a government can have. In time of peace, officers and soldiers 
are at a material disadvantage. They must give up the opportunities offered them 
in our country for gain and-for prosperity’ in civil life, They often live in re- 
mote places, and’ under trying climatic conditions that affect their health arid the 
health of their families. ‘They sacrifice what is very dear to everyone --cormtunity 
of!y interests and associations. They are economically and often socially iso-. 
lated, not because they want to be, but because their economic condition prevents 
them from participating in the normal lives of the people about them of the same 
education, character and attainments. They dre at a disadvantage in the education 
of their children, not only by reason of frequent moves but by reason of the fact’ 
that. in many places their children are denied the public schools without payment 
of tuition, which they can ill afford, They are not able, in.a great majority of 
cases, to send their children to private schools. 
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Nation Indeoted to Armed Forces. had 

‘We need not inquire why. men engaze in the profession of arms, I+ is a fact 
thet must be eccepted. From the bezinnine of our country, the military spirit 
has been a determining influence in our existence and progress. I do not believe 
it is inopportune he state that we owe practically ali we have to the accomplish- 
ments of our armed forces, In the Revolution, the man who fought our battles 
gave us our Government and the territory. of the originel.colonies. By subsequent 
wars, we have presérved intact or solidified this Government and we have guined 
all the territory we possess as = result of war and the victories. of our forces, 
or because our country was prépazed to take warlike measures to vindicate its pure 
poses and principles. Our Army is our reliance in maintaining a constitutional 
form of government, not only for our Federal Union but for our States, 

In our own day, we have experienced the employnent of the Army in various 
missions. We may recall the great railway strikes when, in a few weeks, our little 
Army restored order and saved the country from an economic loss of what would prob- 
ably have been many times its cost over a period of years. It vindicated our 
ideals and our civilization in 1398 in Cuba and the Philippines and in 1900 in ~ 
China. There is no doubt in my inind, that-in the Great War, the Army preserved © 
our liberty and made it possible for us‘to.sit. here to-day in the Bapital of our 
country as proud citizens of a great, free people. 

The stabilizing influence of our Army to-day .in anpioaitilataiil internal order 
and the peaceful development of our industrial life, as well as in giving effect 
to our international policies, is of incompe: rably.greater economic. value than its 
cost. Ze tute ee 

The qualities of the Army are not accidental. ‘They are an evolution of a 
system, of the application of psychological principles and of the,upbuilding of 
pride and soldierly spirit throughout its existence, ‘I dare say that every gene 





_tleman around this table has ancestors who bore arms or has himself borne arms-in 


the defense of the country. Among their proudest possessions, no doubt, are the 
trophies and the records of their blood kin who, in each generation, has vindicat- 
ed the name end the family rride. 

While we cennot pay for the services of the Army in money, there are. things 
more prized by the soldier thai money, property. or civic power. Among the basic 
elements of human nature are aubition anc a sense of justice. They are employed 
to the maximum in developing industriel efficiency and they are indispensable to 
the eificiency of an army. All countries have adopted a system of military grades, 
thus giving to each officer an opnortunity to rise to a position, relative to his 
fellows, of importance, dignity and pride commensurate with his services, his age, 
and the length of time he has been a member of the army. They call this "promotion" 

and "rank", Relative to the high positions in civil life, such reward is small, 
but it is far more precious to the soldier than any material consideration, 

If you will permit me to digress for a moment, there comes to me an illustra- 
tion. When I was a second lieutenant,-I was aid-de-camp to a general officer. 

He was one of the finest soldiers and most dominant characters that I have ever 
known, and'if I have been able to apply knowledge of the profession of arms to 
any degree, it is very largely because of his example and his principles. He was 
@ distinguished officer of the Civil War, in which ne commanded a horse artillery 
brigade. He lingered many years after the war in the grade of field officer, and 
toward the end of his life he was made a brigadier-general., It wes a very pare 
Simonious reward doled out to a man whose services had been to this country of. 
inestimable value. Ho became sick in. 1917, in very advanced years, and Congress 
passed one of those human pieces of legislation ‘thet are further reaching in their 
effect than you gentlemen know. It permitted three officers on the retired list 
With Civil Wiar service, of whom he was one, to be made major-generals without in- 
crease of pay. I was in the War Department when I learned of the enactment. Im- 
mediately I took his commission to the Secretary of War and to.tne President and 
asked them to sign it, which they did. I took it to his home,. where he wae lying, 
not far from here, unconscious, dying. I went to his bedside and said, "General, 
I have brought you your commission as a major-general", Consciousness. came to 
him, He looked at me with perfect recognition. He took the roll and clasped it 
to his breast and, with tears streaming down his cheeks, lapsed into unconscious- 
ness and died while I was in the room. Thet piece of paper was the realization 
of a life's ambition. 

semueinme Holds Reananaihatate.. 

Such things are intangible, but they are what make an army and its. soldiers, 
You can not estimate the power of the legislation that is proposed for the safety 
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of this country in the hands of its Army. It is yovr Army. It is just what you 
choose to meke it, either good or bad. You fix the measure of its usefulness, or 
of its inefficiency. 

I said that another element of humen nature is the sense of justice. We and 
all other. men are deeply imbued with a sense of justice, It has been exaggerated 
in the American character because of individual freedom and jea’ously of personal 
rights. The spirit of justice has been the very foundation of -our Government, 
our laws and ovr liberties. You can not’treat shy man unjustly without arousing 
in him a sense of bitterness. resentment and antagonism thet will mar whatever .- 
elements of native ability he may have, ‘You may apply it in your business, your 
industry or your professions and the result will always be the same. 

No men have a higher sense of justice than soldiers. Officers and men are 
very intellicent. They weigh and think and they know what is right. While they 
will obey orders, they have a consciousness of whether or not they ere receiving 
their due. No man can command successfully American soldiers or officers unless 
they have confidence in his sense of justice. .The Government above all must show 
them that it treats them justly, according to reasonable standards of justice. 

Ii they are given the opportunity for promotion end for relative well being: among 
their fellow men, in recognition of their services and sacrifices, and if they 
are .to be made to fce9l a sense of justice, we can have the finest army on earth, 
We can not have the best army 3f we deprive them of these Dasic rights which the 
Governuent owes them. 

‘It is a fact that the American Army has never susteined ultimate defeat, but 
it must not be taken for granted that such will always be the case. We must. pro- 
tect ourselves against defeat by having an efficient army on which we can rely to 
achieve victory. . Numbers will not be sufficient. If I may compare the army to 
the sword, it is not only the weight of the sword but it is the edge of the sword 
that cuts. ‘The edve of the sword with an army is its morale, or the will to win, 
Contentment, price, self-respect, a high sense of honor, loyalty, courage and un. 
selfish devotion to duty can come only through just such treatment and the adop- 
tion of those methods that put into men's hearts the love of service and the de. 
Sire to wear the country's uniform and to sustain the honor of its flag. 


From what Ihave said, it must be seen thet the military profession requires & 


a very high type of men for officers. Such men cen not be secured for a wage... 
They are not hirelings. Theirs is riot a job but a career ond a lifework of ‘devel. 
opment and devotion to duty. Not cnly must we get men of high cheracter for the 
performance of military duty, but we must realize that in war the officers are 
entrusted with the lives of great numbers of their fellow citizens. It depends 
‘upon the officers whether men are used skillfully or whether they are sacrificed, 
Upon their acts rest victory or defeat and the very fate of the Nation. From the 


officers there mist be produced supermen. You must find the Grants and Pershings 


among them, You must therefore draw the officers from the class of people in ou 
country who can furnish such leaders in the Nation's crisis. Naturally, we. can 
not attrdct men to tho profession of arms after they have attained a stabilized. 
Place in.life, We must secure them when they aré young and then develop them, - 


We must not tose A induce them to enter the service, but we must induce them to. stay 


Afmy Men Ambitious. 

There is no greater extravagance than +o cducate for the Army fine young mon 
of upstanding character and good minds, and then to have them face a hopeless’ 
future and quit. They are ambitious and under existing conditions their ambition 
can not be realized. ‘They have a sense of justice and their sense of justice is 
outraged, They become discouraged ahd unhappy. They can not put their heart: in 
the work and they went to quit. Je have no.moral right to keep them in the Avay 

“because we must recognize the justice of their views, 

To have a contented and efficient army, therefore, we must have an ‘ erimy. that 
will offer inducements for the best class of young men to become officers: and for 
‘a class of men of fine character to become soldiers, The fact that the army is 
small makes it all the more ineumbent to make it of maximum efficiency. We must 
have men satisfied, eager and‘interested, They must know that every one has the 
possibility of attai ning with proper service and efficiency, the highest place 
in his profession, just:as evéry citizen has a right to lésk forward to advance- 
ment in his business or profefsion. Such-a system is far more important than the 
cost of maintaining it. Indeed, I repeat, to meintain an unhappy army with low 
morale would be the greatest extravagance in which the Government could indulge. 

The present condition is leading to a very unfortunate situation. It has 
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‘peen explained to you and will be iuvrther explained in detail thet we have a large 
a 


number of officers who are reprecentative Ancriean citizens and who have’ come from 
the mass of the people. Most of them have worked their way up in life. They have 
demonstrated, by their service in a great war, their ubility to be officers and 
they have deserved 2t the hands of the Government considerate and just treatment. 
They see, however, that before them is a hopeless future. The great majority must 
remain in grades not commensurate with their duties, their age or their length of 
service. They will do what every man Aces under such circumstances -- they will 
stagnate. They see themselves confronted by the problem of living. Every men in 
this country has a right to aspire to improve his scale of living and because he 
finds himself initially in one scale of living ho is not deprived of the right to 
seek a higher scale of living. It is one of the blessings of our free Government. 

Every man in this room has aspired to and no doub+ has attained a better place 
in life, and Army officers are like the rest of the peoples. 

It is not just to say to them "You ought to do your own housework, to live in 
a shack and suffer inconvenience". They believe that, in serving our Government 
in the capacity pertaining to them, they occupy ea peculiar pesition, one that merits 
such treatment as will enable them to take thcir place an a scale of living com- 
mensurate with their imvortance to the Government and to the comunity. I believe 
thet, as much as any man in the room, I can speak for the people of this country. 
I have been in very close contact with them over a considerable part of it in ths 
last few years, and I believe the people indorse thoroughly what I say. They exe 
pect the Army to be taken care of by the Government in a way that is commensurate 
with the importance of this great country. ‘They expect their officers to be given 
by the Government, a scale of livine thet till enable them to have self-respect 
and to be respected hy their associates, and that will give the country ard the 
people a sense of: pride in them us their protectors in wartand as the men who must 
prepare this country foi war und lead it in battle. 

. Left Handed weonsmy. 

Economy that does not produce efficiency is extravagence. As I understand 
this proposed measure, it dces not contemplate any appuling outlay of funds. It 
does contemplate a readjustment of an unfortunete situation that resulted from war 
and that is a part of the oxpenses of the war, just es much as the shipyards, or 
ships or airplanes.or any other element of defense has been a part of the expense 
of war. : ; | 

The adjustment is simple. It would appeal to the people, I believe, if sub- 
mitted to them, It will‘ establish as system of relative positions among officers 
that will give them.a status commanding the respect of their men, their associates 
and the people, It will put the a@dge on the sword to which the Army may be com= 
pared. If this is not done, we can only take ea very gloomy view of the future of 
the military profession in this country. 

: I saw something of what we shall realize when I cawe into tle 4Army, I re- 
ported to a lieutenant commanding a company. He had been a first lieutenant since 
before I was born, ana I was then 25 years old. He was one of the most gallant, 
accomplished, spirited soldiersthat we heve ever had, His name lived in our his- 
tory.and no: American can read of his life or of his eccomplishmerts without a 
thrill of pride dn. belonging to his race and his country. I saw him fall on the 
walls of Peking, a.few years after he became a Captain. He gave his life to the 
country, a life of devotion and service beyond measure, when our Government. was. . 
compelled by force of arms to maintain its honor end to save the lives of our 
people, I do not know of anything that this country ever did to say "Thank you," 
to Say "Well done, Reilly;" or to say "We are sorry that we never seve you justice - 
while you lived or that we ignored your memory after you died". At the same time, 
T saw many grow old in junior grades and end their ¢areers in discouragement and 
regret, gt ; het’ 70 _-. 

' Soldiers know these things, You can take the tieart out of them or you can 
put. the heart into them, ee i 
I believe the time to act is now. The sooner relief can .be given the better 
it will be for the service and forthe retention in it of the high class of men 
who we now have, We must nouse them decently, promote them equitably and give 
them such a pay status with promotion. as will enable them to live normaliy and 
give their time and their thoughts to their profession. They are salariec men 
with no outside source of révenue. The officer who.. would attempt to devote his 
time to outside selfish ‘interests would forfeit his standing among his fellows, 
Moreover, his commanding officer would: not allow sucha practice. The Aruy exacts 
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all that an officer cen give in peace and it may take his life in war, The 


Government should recognize it as being different from anything else and give it a 


status in accordance with its mission, with what it has done in the:hietory ‘of our | 


country, is doing to-day and may have to do again in spite of all our efforts to 


avoid it. 
I should like to answer any questions that any gentleman may want to ask. 


Mr. Wurzbach: I want to say Generel Summerall, I wish every American could 


have heard the statement you have made here to-day. 
Mr, Wainwright: I think every member of the committee indorses that remark, 


Mr. Wurzbech: I think it is the most inspiring statement I have ever heard 
and I think it is .a splendid and well-deserved tribute to the Army, I am just 
wondering, especially with reference to what you said about housing the Army, 
whether Congress is at fault or some other body is at fault. 


Ceneral Summerall: The Army does not know. The Army knows the Constitution 
says that Congress shall raise and support armies, It looks upon Congress as its 


source of hope and help. 
. O00 me 


THE FRIENDLY INVASION OF CANADA 


The flight of 12 pursuit airplanes and one transport plane from Selfridge 


Field, Mt.Clemens, Mich., to Ottawa and Montreal, Canada, Buffalo, N.Y¥., and re- 


turm: to Selfridge Field, afforded the First Pursuit Group many interesting ex- 
periences. in connection with nan in sub-arectic weather .. 
The purpose of the flight was to provide a practical test of the mobility of . 


the present type of pursuit cues under the most’ severe weather conditions, . using | 
skiis for the landing gear of the planes instead of wheels. Another very import- [| 
ant reason for the flicht into Canada was to comply with the wishes, of represen- 

tatives of the Canadian Government, as well as prominent citizens of the Dominion, 
that a flight from Selfridge Field visit some portion of Canada while on maneuvers | 


for the purpose of stimulating there greater interest in aviation. , 

- Securing the nécessary authorization for the flight to Canada from the War 
Department also the official permission of the Canadian Government, the flight 
departed from Seifridge Field on the morning of January 24th, the pilots of the 
12 pursuit planes being Major Thomas G. Lanphier (commanding), Lieuts, St.Olair 
Streeit, Arthur G. Liggett, L.C. Mallory, John J. Williams, Leonard H. Rodieck, 


Lawrence C. Elliott, Lee Gehlbach, Charles H. Deerwester, George &.Finch, Francis 


C,. Crowley and Joseph G. Hopkins. The transport plane, carrying six mechanics 
and’ the necessary spare parts,was piloted by Staff Sergeant Byron K. Newcomb. 


, When the flight reached Ottawa, the tail skids were removed from all of the 


12 pursuit ships and the rudders from five of them. They were taken to the shops 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force to be repaired. The tail skids were fitted with 
a wide, spoon-like surface to prevent the tails of the airplanes from: sinking in‘ 


the crusted snow, It was learned the next day that the Canadian Air Force mechan- 
ics had worked all night bracing and welding these fittings for the tail skids and F 
repairing the broken rudders. This service was only one indication of the splendid | 
hospitality and helpfulness extended the flight by their Canadian neighbors, and’ to : 
which may be attributed the successful landings made during the remainder of the | 


flight. 
- The departure’ of the flight from Ottawa was delayed by reason of the fact 


that trouble was experienced in starting the motors, due to the cold weather, With : 
the aid of a portable steam heating plant which is used in Ottawa to thaw out fire § 
plugs during winter weather, the flight was: able to leave in formation a little ove: 


an hour behind schedule, 


During the 100-mile flight between Ottawa and Montreal, the formation twice rei) 


into heavy snow storms and was forced to. make a landing each time, At Montreal a 
temperature of 22 degrees below zero greeted the fliers. Difficulty in starting — 


the motors , due to the frigid weether, made it necessary for the friendly invaders 
to remain an extra day in Montreal, During the flight from Montreal to.,Buffalo,N.!. 


poor visibility and the approach of a snow storm caused the fliers to land on a 
frozen ‘river near r Clayton, N.Y., at whtch tow they spent the night. 
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The return flight from Buffalo to Selfridse Field was a constant struggle by 
the pilots to keep the planes upright, dve to ihe extreme roughness of the air, © 

At the start of the flight good weather es assured over the route to Oliava, 
with a 20-mile an hour tail wind from the southwest. Poor visibility was souwewhat 
of a hinderance for the first 25 wiles over tne country nortneast of Lake &t.Clair, 
put this condition rapidly cleared when the lakes were left behind and, although 
the sky wes overcast, the visibility was excellent. It was cratifying to note the 
increasing amount of snow on the ground as the flight progressed eattward. Flying 
a compass course for the first 150 miles at an altitude of about 1,000 feet over 
Ontario carried the fliers over country level, with fairly large fenced fields, ade= 
quate for landing with skiis.. South of Lake Simcoe, a rougher type of country ‘vas 
encountered, being slightly rolling, more wooded and interspersed with small lakes. 
The fields were smaller and all fenced, making the prospect of a safe lending some- 
what problematical. 1 Sp 

Progressing further eastward the character of the terrain changed rapidly, be- 
coming heavily wooded end rough, impossible for landing except on the many frozen 
snow-covered lakes which cotted the entire country in the vicinity of Lindsay, On- 
tario. This country looks as though a huge rake had been drawn across it from the 
north to the south. The ridges are low, extremely rough, close together and covered 
with boulders, lakes and ponds affording the only level spots on which to attenipt 
a forced landing, 

Coincident with the rough country eame snow, forcing the fliers down to about 
400 feet above ground, With no land marks end only the compass to direct them they 
‘hed many misgivings. The occasional cabin with a small clearing around was a glad~ 
dening sight, but came only scaitered. After covering approximately 150 miles of 
this country, through intermittent snow squalls, during which the visibility was, 
cut dom to almost nothing, the Cttawa River was reached and then the town of Marche 
hurst. The flight turned southward and ran into snow, which continued until Ottawa 
was reached. 

The fliers saw the black circle on the snow of the river just south of the 
inter-provincial bridge in front of the City of Ottawa, Flying a close formation, 
coupled with the poor visibility, smoke, and snow, made it impossible to gain many 
impressions of the seat of government of the Dominion of Canada. They were intent 
upon making a successful landing in front of tne assembled populace cf the Capital 
of Canada. : 

The rather restricted zone available for landing made it neceesary to land 


‘each plane individually, the flight remaining in a Lufberry circle as the planes 


in turn dove successively for the landing circle, 
Although the time taken for the actual flight from Selfridge Field to Ottawa, 
a distance of 430 miles, was only 2 hours and 55 minutes, it required about 15 min- 
utes to land the entire flight of 12 ships on the snow of the Ottawa River. The 
snow covering on the ice was about 20 inches in depth, but all ships landed safély, 
with the exception of a few broken rudders, caused by the sharp tail skids with 
Which the airplanes were equipped cutting through the snow crust and allowing the 
unprotected: rudders to come in contact with the hard packed snow, This experience 
showed the necessity for providing a special tail skid with enough surface to pre- 
vent the tails from sinking in the snow when taking off:.and) landing. 

The fliers were warmly greeted upon their arrival by Viscount Willingdon, the 


Governor-General of Canada; Viscountess Willingdon; Group Commander J. Stanley Scott, 


Director of the Royal Canadian Air Force, with the officers of his staff. Although 
unwilling to leave the ships out until they had been prepared for the next day's 
flight, the fliers were assured that seme would be properly taken care of until the 
mechanics should arrive in the transport from Camp Borden, north of Toronto, where 
it had stopped to refuel, * 

After making arrangements for the druining of water and oil by the efficient 
and courteous mechanics of the Canadian Air Force the fliers were taken to a lunch- 
@on given by the Rotary Club of Ottawa, The Minister for Defense and the Mayor ver- 
bally extended a welcome to Ottawa and to Canada. In the midst of the entertain 
ment the transport was heard over the city, denoting that the entire force had ar- 
rived safely. 

The time set for the departure from Ottawa was twelve o'clock noon on January 
2th. The repaired rudders and new tail skids were all installed, and after tre 
delay occasioned by the difficulty in starting the engines, the flight left in 
formation for Montreal at 1:10 P.M. Before leaving the vicinity of Ottawa a light 
Snow squall was encountered. Heading northeast, down the Ottawa River towards 
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Montreal, the fliers szon ran into blue skies .n¢d berutiful weather, With about 

a 15-mile an hour tail wind they were provressing beautifully when, in the vicinity 
of Verdover, a heevy snow storm was encountered. It 3s so thick that it was im 
possible to keep all the planes of the flight in sight at one time, so a Isnding : 
was made to await the passing of the storm. 

The entire fiicht landed down wind, singly, on the Ottawe River. The snow 
varied in depth from two to four feet. This uniform depth wes occasioned oy the 
snow drifting before a crust had formed, The landing ct this bime subjected the 
skii equipment to the most severe test experienced during the entire trip. The 
necessity for immediate landing to avoid confusion ana Soesible collision result- 
ed in down wind landings, thus creating a worse condition than had up wind londing: 
been practicable. The planes landed at about 65 miles an hour on a thinly crusted | 
undulating surfece, and in many cases the noses of the skiis cut through and casen | 
ed large pieces of crusted sacw high into the air, + no time, however, did any of | 
the planes show a tendency toward nosing over during this landing, and the effect- 
iveness of the spooned tail skids had been demonstrated,none of them sinking into 
the snow to a grester depth then three inches and preventing injury to the rudders, 

About twenty minutes later the snow scuall passed off to the east and the 
fliers resumed their journey only to shortly thereufter run into a blinding snow 
storm in the vicinity of Littie Rideau, on the Gttava River. As they were about to 
land, the transport plane overtook them and-was soon lost in the welter of snow, 
The lending was made behind a little island on smooth ice, covered with not rore 
than two inches of snow. The erea wes sonewhet restrictzd by onen water on both 
ends of the island, the zone available for ianding being not nore than 1,200 feet 
long by 600 feet wide, but the entire flight landed individuslly without the 
slightest mishar. 

After a Wait of sbout twenty minutes, during which time the motors were rune 
ning, the storm passed off to the eastward, and the short flight to Cartierville, 


Teg Mane coerce, 


NT ae 





the landing field near *‘ontreal, was quickly made. Shortly after leaving Little 5 
Rideau, the transport ciene was syied on the ice of the pines River, just south : 
of Chute a Blandeav where it hed been forced to land on account of the storm, 


At three ten the first ship lanced at Carticrville, HEELS fcsllowe? by the 
others. The transport, which flew over the field half an hour later, made no ate 
tempt to land, proceeding to Bay St.Louis for a landing on the ice, due to the 
limited area of the landinz field. 

The fliers were met by representatives of the Royal Canadian Air Force, the 
Pro-Mayor of Montreai, and representetives of the U.S, Consular Service. These 
men willingly waited until the ships were preparea egainst the cold and the neces~ 
sary chores had been cone before leaving them to the guerds, since the mechanics 
would not be available until the next day. The City of Montreal extended her wel- 
come in true French-Cenadian style. It was decided to remain in Montreal another 
day to allow the mechanics to go over the motors. The temperature having dropped 
to 22 degrees below zero, no attempt was made that day to start the motors, the 
dey being spent in carefully inspecting them and keeping them limbered up with 
steam heating plants furnished by the City of Montreal. 

The weather on Thurcday proved slightly colder than the day before, so that 
it was practically impossible to get ali of the engines running in time for the 
flight to Buffalo that day. It required about an hour to start each motor, and it 
was necessary to keep the tnotor running after once it was started, Use was made 
of a city steam boiler, such us wed had in Gttawe, but having only one it was im 
possible to leave all the planes idling while waiting for the others to get started. 
The main difficulty encountered was the cougealing of the oil om the cylinder walls 
of the motors. This would get so stiff that it was practically impossible to turn 3 
the propellers without preheatine the motors. E 

On Fridey the weather moderated, and after considerabie difficulty, eleven 
Ships:were able to leave the ground et 3:00 i .M, Engine trouble experienced by 
the twelfth plane precluded the poss ibility of the entire flight leaving Montreal 4 





at that time, Two o'clock saw nine of the planes circling overhead preperatory i 


to the flight to Buffalo, three remaining on the ground, one with ergine trouble 
and the other two waiting to accompany it when it could be made ready to continue, 
“Flying a compass course to Pulaski, N.Y., the route left the vicinity of the 
St.Lawrence River and the adjoining level country with open fields, where a landing 
might be made at any time on the snow-ccvered earth, and led to a country scantily 
wooded though increasingly rugged and Sonera te ly impossible for ianding even with 
skiis. The skies were lewering and it began to snow, Weather conditions becoming 
worse, the flicht veered northward auiead. the St.Lawrence with its smooth ice, where 
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a landing might be made almost at randon, was reached. The weather finally became 
so bad and’ the visibility so poor that it wes necessarv to fly at an altitude of 
not over 200 feet, and finally a landing wes mede on the clear ice in the little 
cove just off Fishers Landing and the ships taxicd to shelter under the fringe of 
boat houses along the shore, The fliers had veen in the air, struggling against 

a heavy southwest wind, tor an hour and 45 rinutes, end it would have been inprac- 
ticable to proceed to Buffalo in the face of the gathering storm, with the possi- 
bility that the snow cover on the Buffalo Airport might have been obliterated by 
the warm south winds which were blowing at that time. ‘The cirmen, upon landing, 
found it so warm that they considered it inadvisable to drain water or oil, it 
peing improbable that the temperature would drop sufficiently to make it difficult 
to start the engines. A‘30, solution of altohol was:used in the radiators, and the 
oil in the crankcases, which was of a medium heevy grade, was changed for a lighter, 
Arctic oil at Ottawa. | . 

At Clayton, N.Y., where the night was spent, it was lecrned that the three 
planes which remained at Montreal, left there at 3:26 P.M., but on account of bad 
weather were forced to return, Instead of returning to Cartierville they landed 
on the ice of Bay St.Louis where they might have the services of the mechanics 
of the Transport plane. They stated they would proceed to Buffalo as soon as the 
weather would permit, rejoining the remainder’of the flight there. By nine o'clock 
the snow had turned to rain and. the fliers rested secure in the belief that no dif- 
ficulty would be experienced in starting the engines the next day. They learned 
that their landing at Fishers Landing was, indeed, fortunate, for rain had erased 
all traces of snow from the Ruffalo field, snd would receive word in the morning 
of a suitable landing area on. the ice of Lake. Erie or the Buffalo River. In the 
meantime, knowing the cifficulty that would be experienced in finding a suitable 
location for the landing of the flight in the vicirity of Buffalo under changed 
weather conditions, it was tentetively planned to fly to Camp Borden, north of 
Toronto, where the snow cover was still g@ntact, or , if sufficient gasoline and 
oil could be procured, fiy direct to Selfridge Field and land on the ice of Lake 
St.Clair, having little hope of finding snow on the field itself. 

After a restful night in Clayton, the fliers repaired to: their planes and 
succeeded in getting them ell sterted; though one gave considerable trouble for 
atime due to a drenched magneto... They learned from Fuffalo that Roy Keys, of 
the Curtiss Airplane and Motor Corporation, had located a satisfactory area for 
their landing, and that it was merked and in readiness for them, 

‘Leaving Fishers Landing and the beautiful Thousand Island country at 1:50 
P.M., and flying along the shores of Lake Ontario,: Buffalo was reached at 4:10 
P.M. The landing area: selected was the ice, within the breekwater, at the mouth 
of the Buffalo River. It was quite long and about a thousand feet wide, consist- 
ing of much ice blown by the wind against the shore and frozen. Though rough, no 
difficulty was experienced in making a safe landing. 

The fliers remnined in Buffalo over night, after preparing their planes for 
the flight to Selfridge Field the next day. Mechanics of the Curtiss Airplane and 
Motor Corporation refueled the ships and made such minor adjustments of equipment 
as required. It was learned that Lieuts, Liggett, Deerwester and Gehlbach had 
left at 11:00 A.M. Seturday, but due to the loss of water from his radiator, Lieut. 
Liggett had brought his flight to a lending at Alexandria Bay, N.Y., only five 
miles east of Fishers Landing, where the remainder of the Group was even then 
making ready for the take-off to Buffalo, After making the necessary repairs to 
ieut. Liggett's plane, the three planes again took off for Buffalo at 2:00 P.M. 
but while passing over Woodville, N.Y. the nigh pressure oil lead in Lieut. Gehl- 
bach's plane broke, forcing him to make an immediate landing, which he success- 
fully negotiated on ground only partly covered with snow. 

The pilots of the remaining two planes, uvon assuring themselves of the suc- 
cess of Lt. Gehlback's landing and upon his, signalling them to proceed, contin- 


ued on their way. The overheating of Lieut. Deerwester's engine forced ea landing 


on the ice of Irondequoit Bay, six miles north of Rochester, N.Y. After replex- 
ishing the water in the radiator and being again ready to proceed, Lieut. Lizzett's 

motor failed on the take-off and forestalled further progress that day; in fact, 
until considerable repairs could be made to his plane. 

The nine planes of the flicht left Buffalo. et 11:15 A.M., Sunday, getting a 
avay safely despite a heavy ‘vind directly acros? the narrow ice runway in the 
buffalo harbor. The romaining 250’ miles of the distance home required two hours 
aud 55 winutes of flying against a heavy west wind. ‘hen a landing was at last 
made on the runways marked out on the surface of Anchor Bay of St.Clair Lake, at 
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2:10 P.M., Jan. 30th, the fliers were very glad to be home, despite their many in. | 
teresting experiences f 

Lieut. Gehlbech replaced his broken oil line from spares carried in his ship 
and accomplished the astonishing feat of taking off with skiis from ground bare of 
snow, arrivinz at Seifridze Fiela at 6:00 P.M., January 30th. 

Licuts. Liggett and Deersester arrived at thoir home field on February 1st, 
after having their planes end engines throughly gone over by mechanics sent out - 
by the Curtiss Airpieane anc Motor Corporation from buffalo. Their skiis had been 
supplanted by wheels. 

--000—— 


AIRPLANE COMBATS ALFALFA WEEVIL 


The utilization of the airplane as an effective agency for the spraying of 
aifaifa fields suffering from tho ravages of an insect pest, known as the Alfalfa 
Weevil, may be realized from.an officiel report. received at the War Department giv. 
ing the results of disting operations recently carried on in the State of Utah, 

The success attendant unon the dusting. of poison powder from an airplane fly- 
ing over Southern cotton fields, which had suffered through the inroads of the 
Cotton Boll Weevil, led officials of the U.S. ‘Department of Agriculture to adopt « 
similar experiment against tne Alfalfa \ieevil. Three alfalfa fields in Utah were 
selected for the experiment, und an Army Air Corps pilot. flew over each one of ther, | 
the poison dust being distributed during the flights in a steady stream through. a 
special container placed in the cockpit of the airplane. 

In the report on the above experiment, the Entomologist of the Agricultural 
Department in charge of the work, states that of the three fields dusted only one, 
that in the small field nenr Riverton, was sufficiently damaged to make the. results 
of the treatment show up. The first fielc was neither badly damaged nor in suffi- 
ciently growing condition so recover under ti‘eatment evan ig it had been injured. _ 
enough for purposes of con.rast. The third tieid, which was in ail respects the . 
most promising of the three and which would heve furnished an excellent demonstra- 
tion, was, unfortunately, sudjocted to such a short period of weevil feeding that, 
although the weevils were effectively ‘tisposed of, as de+ermined by actual counts 
of the survivors, apparently little results werg obtained because the weevil -feed- 
ing was over before the effeét. of the poisoning had time to show in the’ appearance 
of the field. On the fifth day after treatment, an exemination o7 the field showel 
a decided decrease in the number of larvae present. Immediately efter this, all 
feeding ceased, both in the treated and untreated parts of the field. 

The seven-acre field at Riverton, which was badly injured by tho weevil, was. 
left standing long enough after treatment for the sure e*fect of the poisoning to 
be seen. A woek cftor this field was dusted an extended examination, made by 


cal 





brushing the tops of the foliage with a 12-iuch insect net, showed in the untreated : 





parts of the fielc an average of about 2500 larvae captured in each 100 strokes of | 
the net, while the samo number of strokes in the treated part of the field gathered | 
up from ten to twenty larvae. 


The Entomologist states -- "This is the most nearly complete extermination of 


the weevil larvae thet I heve ever been able to ovtain by any method,. and its suc q 


cess from the practical point of vicw may be estimated wien I sey that we consider 
spraying effective if it reduces the number of lervee in the field so that 100. 
strokes of the net will capture only 500, *#* Ye feel that this operation lays the 
foundation for a dependable and inexpensive method of controlling the alfalfa weevi 
in regions where the acrearves are so great that no land machine cen cover the nec~ | 
essary amount of ground in the required time." I 
--000-~ ; 


REIMBURSEMENT OF TRAVEL EXPENSES 


In a recent issue of the ARMY % NAVY RECISTER, under the caption "Expenses for | 


airplane travel", it was stated that -- 

"It will practically te impossible for aviators of the Arwy, Navy or herine 
Corps to receive any reimbursément for actual and necessury expenses incurred in 
traveling via air, nesording to a decision or the Comptroller General dated jan- 
uary 7, 1927, wherein he expresses himself in ao uncortain terms on this subject." 

The foregoing quoted statement is somewhat misleeding. Under the decision 
referred to above, certein officers of the Nevy were not ailowed reimbursenent of 
traveling expenses while en route to and participating in Navy Day exercises at 
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San Francisco during October, 1925, The reason f£eimbursement of traveling expenses 
was not allowed is that the original order directed that a particular squadron, con- 
sisting of twelve planes, proceed by eir to San Francisco to participate in the 
exercises, making this @ troop movement. : 

The Act of July 11, 1919, which euthorizes reimbursement of traveling expenses, 
not to exceed 98.00 per day, specifically prescribes that the travel must be by air 
and “on duty without troops". 

Under the interpretation of the Act by the Comptroller General, officers travel 
ing udder orders in movements of other than their appropriate commands are entitled 
to reimbursement of travel expenses in accordance with existing regulations. On the 
other hand, orders issued specifying a particular squadron to perform travel by air 
do not carry individual travel allowances for officers or enlisted men participating 
in such aerial journey, since a squadron is considered a unit of troops. 

--000~-= 


SUMMER TRAINING CAMPS AT FORT CROCKETT 


The Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, will conduct the train- 
ing of three camps during the coming summer, 

The camp of the Air Corps R.O.T.C. unit of Texas A. & M, College will be held 
at Fort Crockett for six weeks, beginning May 31st, and will consist of about 25 
students. 

Organized Reserve camps will be held in two units, the 371st Attack Squadron 
being attached for two weeks beginning July i7th, and the 372nd Attack Squadron for 
two weeks beginning August lst. 

--000-—- 


TRANSPORT AIRPLANE AFFORDS SLEEPING ACCOMMODATIONS 


Flying a Csl transport recently from Fort Crockett, Texas, on a special mission, 
Lieut. H.W. Anderson, pilot, and his six passengers remained overnight at the scene 
of their mission, and slept aboard the transport. They were about ten miles from 
the nearest town, and rather than pitch cemp for the night deaided to use the trans- 
port as their lodging place. The seats were removed from the cabin, giving ample 
room for the six men to sleep on the floor, while the pilot arranged three parachute 
packs across the cockpit, making a comfortable bunk. 

--O00~-= 


SELFRIDGE FIELD FLIERS GREET GENERAL SUMMERALL 


Major-General Charles P, Summerall, Chief of Staff, U.S.A., on arriving in’ 
Detroit recently, was greeted by a squadron of airplanes of the First Pursuit Group, 
commanded by Major Thomas G,. Lamphier’, Uommanding Officer of Selfridve Field, 

_ While in Detroit, General Summerall was the guest of the Michigan Department 
Reserve Officers' Association of the United States, which held its first annual 
winter convention in that city. General Summerell was greeted at the Union Depot 
by distinguished officials, among whom were Governor Fred W. Green and Major-Gen- 
eral Guy M. Wilson, of the Michigan National Guard. Later he was guest of honor 
at a luncheon. 

After visiting Fort Wayne, General Summerall left on an afternoon train for 
Washington. Those composing the flight from Selfridge Field, in addition to Major 
Lanphier, were Captains Elmendorf, Dixon, Pritchard, Lieuts,. Strahm, Mallory, 
Williams, Rodieck, Elliott, Deerwester, Géhlbach, Finch and Hopkins, 

~-000-- 


USE OF INSTRUMENTS IN FOG FLYING 
by the Crissy Field Correspondent 


Orville and Wilbur Wright, the first to fly, were also the first to realize 
the importance of instruments to pilots of aircraft. The first instrument they 
used, and with which they equipped all their early airplanes, consisted of a 
string of suitable weight, about eight inches long, placed in front of the pilot. 
This instrument indicated slips, skids and stalls, and by witching the string the 
Pilot would know whether or not he was flying correctly. 

The Flight Surgeon at Crissy Field has cemonstrated to the pilots by use of 
the Jones-Barany chair hooked up to apparatus consisting of the turn and bank in- 
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dicator and mignatic compess, the value of these mecihrnical aids as a factor in- 
creasing the sefety of flight uncer adverse concitions, and has also demons trated,. 
by simulating flight conditions, how a pilot could be mistaken in depending solely 


on his own judgment as to his position end movement while flying. fhe adverse con. 


ditions under which the Pacific Air Transpert pilots are working have produced so 


many new and unfamiliar reactions thet they have voluntarily sought the Army Flight 


Surgeon for any advice. they might receive regarding these reactions and how. best 
to combat-them. Some interesting experiences have been seported and an effort-is 


being made to reduce to a minimim the dancers surrounding this type of flying. ‘The 


magnetic compass causes confusian to the pilet and should be usod only for. the pur- 
pose for which it is intended -- that is, navigation. 


The Pacific Air Transport Company, overating between Seattle, Washington, and 


Los Angeles, Celif., has had difficult problems to meet in their work since Nov- 
ember, 1926. One of these was to leave Los Angeles at midnight in fog. Fog 
conditions are well known on the Pacific Coast and this hes been their most sere 
ious ‘problem, altho they have had few failures in getting under way. The con- 
ditions under which they must take off anid continve their journey are such that 


the ordinary illumination for flying fields is useless, and ember colored flares, . 


such cs‘are'used by’ the railroads in the United States to signal trains to stop 
when the ordinary lantern cannot be seen, are placed in line et short intervais 
the. length of ‘the field to indicate to the pilot the peth he must folic in gete 
ting off. ' After the wheels have left the ground all the flying is done with 

the aid’ of instruments, which are always carefully checked just befora the flight, 
and checked again upon landing. The tury: and bank indicator, for exemple, is 
checked by moving the tail in a lateral direction with the engine running, and 
the angle of incidence indicator by moving the tail of the airplane up and dom, 
It is believed that the turn.and bank indicator should be mounted on the instrv~ 
ment board.at an angle of about thirty degreés,.s0 that when the machine is headed 
straight down, for exemple, the instrument would continue to function, As the 
‘instrument is now mounted, if the machine is headed stitsight down the iastrument 
will show no turn in. either direction; if the machine gets past the vertical the 
instrument will indicate a left turn when in reality the machine is turnirg %o 
the right, and vice versa, This has been demonstrated by holding the instrument 
in various positions and verified by statements of Pacifi¢e Air Transport pilots, 
and can be demonstrated by anyone by starting the as ses and carrying it about the 
room in various positions. 

The instrument boards are illuminated by at least two lights so that in case 
of the failure of one, theresic still sufficient illumination. 

_ “* Climbs thru fog and clouds to an altitude of three: te four thousand feet are 
frequentiy, made. At present fog is our wrst.enemy, but with the develonm ment of 
instruments, of machines and of pilots, it may be, in the not far distant future, 
that the Air Corps will wait for a fog before starting on an offensive missicn 
in time of an emergency, the fog serving as a cover for their mov veomonts . 

Of course, at present it is realized that it is practically impossible to 
land in a dense fog; on the other hand, for mail and civilian pilats, if they de- 
sire to make a flight from San Francisco to Salt Lake City, all thet ia seeded 
“is a good weather report at the destination, as most of ‘the journey ‘could be-mafle 
in thick weather. ; 

As the distance of a flight increases there is a certain portion of the 
flight wade thru fog, rain or storm, unless the flight is delcyod to wait for 
clear weather; as, for instance, all trans-oceanic flights have been forced to 
wait for long periods for suitable weather 

There are at present thirteen pilots with the Pacific Air Transport Company, 
The superintendent, lir. Tyler, states that the pilois wovld r athes resign then 
fly their routes without instruments, and that he would not onpley a pile+ who 
felt that he coubd fly in.a fog at night without the aid of instruments es i+ 
‘has been demonstrated in numerous cases :that instruments are vitally necessary 
for this sort of flying. 
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DAMPING OUT ENGINE VIBRATTCNS 
by AN. Jacobs 





oa Any change of an engineering nature in eeronautics invariably carries in its 
r § wake such a stream of minor problems and changes thet the engincer must sometimes 


in find himself in the vosition of the fond father who orcers a pet rabbit for his 
P little boy and has a crate of them delivered at his door. 1% was in the wake of 
it the introduction of the metal fuselage that the question of shock absorbing engine 


mounts became a problem for serious study. In the old days of wood fuselages 
there were practically no instences of airplane structural failure directly due to 


he the effect of engine vibration. Having great resiliency of its ow, wood acted to 
Te. a certain extent as its ow absorber of vibrations. 

With the advent of metal fuselages, however, trouble with fatigue feators, 
é due to this vibration, necessitated immediate preventive steps. As a result, the 


engineers of the Materiel Division, MeCock Field, have been especially concerned 
during the past several years in the design and testing of various shock absorb- 
ing devices for insulating the engine vibrations from the engine mounts, 

Some engines, of coursé, subject the plane to more severe vibrations than 
others. This has always been true of the eight cylinder, 300 H.P. Hispano-Suiza, 
ree which, installed in an armored single-seater (the PG-1), fractured a rugged steel 

| engine mount with but a few hours of flying, subjecting the aviators in the mean- 
time to extreme physical discomfort. The shock absorbing mount designed and in- 
stalled in this plene was the first instance of such a device being used in an 
: airplane. 
‘i 4 With the TW-5, which carries the-180 H.P, Hispano, it was founc that the 

‘| engine mount failed after ten hours of flight ‘ ree, After repairs, the failure 





was repeated after another short flight interval. This happened several times, 
Finally, the engine wos insulated from the structure by passing hold-dowm bolts 
i through rubber filled cups secured. to the enginé bearers. This cup consisted of. 
at a short piece of metal tubing with a metal disc secured to its center. By this 
all arrangement, either up, down or side movement of the éngine was transmitted to : 
i the bearer through rubber discs. After the installation of these bearers, the 
; airplane was flown 200 hours without further trouble from the engine mount. Af- 
‘ - ter 160 hours, it was thought that the rubber micht be deteriorating, and new 
f pads were put in. The old pads, however, were found to be in excellent condition, 
, § At the end of 200 hours this plane was crashed and wnecked beyond repair, so that 
- experimental observations were necessarily terminated. & 
Trouble was also had with the breaking of the Liberty engine mount in the 
DH=-4M-1, The installation of shock absorbers of the same type as those described 
¥. for the TW-5 helped this condition materially, and this mount has been in use now 
; for about a year without breakage. 
i : The same type of shock absorbing bearers were installed in the XLB-l, which. 
eT mounts: the geared Packard 2500 (800 H.P.). engine. The vibrations from this en- 
‘ae ff gine have resulted in failure of engine accessories and gasoline lines, as well 
as extreme: discomfort. to the flyers. It was due to this vibration in the first . 
: LB=l under service test that the gasoline line failed, causing the plane to take 
: fire in the air and making it necessary for Lieut. Hutchinson and Mr, Stanley to 
save their lives by parachutes. The condition has been greatly improved in this 
airplane:by the installation of the shock absorbing mounts, and all of the pro- 
; duction LB1l's are being equipped with them, 
de | In the PT-1 with the 130 H.F. Hispano, the engine is rigidly attached to the 
 O&§ engine, bearers and the bee arers are secured to the rémainder of the engine mount 
4 by means of clamps. The bearers are insulated from the clamps by means of rubber 
\ cylinders which encircle the bearers. A number of these isounts are in service and 
r have given practically no trouble, Before these mounts came into use, the average 
EB life of the engine mount was approximately fifteen hours, na 
Besides the mountr which have been installed and tested, a number of. new . 
Ones have been designed and ere awaiting installation and test. A mount for the 
DH-4M-2 with Liberty engine has wood engine bearers with a half-inch strip of 
cork inlaid. Two types of shock absorbing devices have been designed for the 
Douglas O-2 with Liberty encine. One consists of rubber pads in cups, somewhat’ 
imilar to those used with the TY-5 and XLB-1 described above. In this case, 
however, the cups which hold the pads are part of the clamps securing the engine 
to the engine bearers, In the second type, a cylinder of rubber is placed. be- 
tween the clamp and the engine bearer... 
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It is interesting +o note that this question of shock absorbers for engine 
mounts has beem a recent innovation of the cutomobile industry also, and some 
of the newer cars are coming so equipped. 

Another bit of interesting information in connection with this problem lies 
in the fact that the Materiel Division has contracted. with the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric and Marivfacturing Company to make a special study of airplane structural and 
engine vibrations to supplement the work along these lines of its own engineers, 
The Westinghouse Company is peculiarly adapted for such research, as for years 
they have mairitaihed a separate research department solely devoted to the study 
of vibrations; not only in power mechanisms themselves but in the structures in 
which they are iristalled, with a yiew to elimination. :Mr. Soderberg, ‘the director 
of this work,- went to Europe to gather all the data that foreign science can con- 
tribute to the cm From such. intensive research, information and suggestions 


may be obtained by the Materiel Division which may prove of material value in 
overcoming this difficulty in the field of aeronautics, — 
--000-- 


STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


A total of 33 students graduated as quelified airplane pilots from the Ad- 
vanced Flying Schdol at Kelly Field, San Antonio; Texas, on March lst. _Included 
among these students were five officers of the Rezular ‘Army, all of whom were as- 
signed to Kelly Field for duty, 2 Naval.officers and 26 Flying Cadets, viz: Regs 
ular officers -- lst Lieut. Joseph B. Gailey, 2nd Lieuts. Howard E. Engler, Wil- 
fred H. Hardy, Joe L. Loutzenheiser and Di. Hemsay; Naval officers -- Lieuts. Wel: 
lace M, Dillon and Methias 5. Ger rdner; Fiying Cadets #= Georges R. Acheson, John Cc. 


Berry, Robert -E. ‘Coulter, Lew.W. Desrosiers, Lee F° Duncan, Wilbur “ricksen, George f 


R. Geer; Reginald Hebér, Clarence 7, Hudson, Ford J, Lauer, Danis] B. Lindsey, . 
George H: Macnair, Forrest L. Neville, Charles B,-Overacker, budd J. Peasiee, Hans. 
ford W. ‘Pennington, Leroy H, Prindle, Rola: 1d 4, Ranney, Herbert E. Rice, Fred G, 
Richardson, Frank ’H. Robinson, Gordon P. Saville, Robert. Le Schoenlein, Allen Re-: 
Springer, Herbert W. Vaviatta, ‘Sano os F, epg 

' In additicn to the above-uemed personnel, 16 officers of the Air Corps Ss, Res- 
ular Army, completed a special course in- observation training at the Advanced Fly- 
ing School, as fcllcws: Lieut.-Col Harry Graham, Majors James A. Mars, H.H.C. 
Richarda;. Captains Oliver S. Fei‘s Boh, Chiiion. F,. Wheeler, Wn.b. Mayer; ist Lieuts. 
Benjamin B. Cassidy, William B, Clark, Clarence By Lober ,. Bushrod Hoppin, Clarence 


F. Horton, Lewis R.P, Reese, Lawrerce A. Me John M. ‘McCullough, Walter: J. Ree | 


and éndé Lieut, Reginald R. Gillespie. 

The majority of these last hamed officers \ were reassigned to the Air Corps 
stations from which théy came at the time of their detail to the Advanced Flying 
School, ": 

All of the 26 graduated cadets were recommended for commission as 2nd.Lieu- 
tenants in the Air Corns ‘Reserve, Nine of them, however, were assigned to-active 
duty as Flying Cedets for a period of two years,: with stations as follows: Cadet 
Hudson, Overacker, Prindle, ‘Robinson and Saville td-Mekchel Field, L.I., New York: 
Acheson and este to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas: and Neville and apace 
to Langley Field; Va. 

Cadet Hari Crus, of the Cuban. Army, the only:member of a Seowhig ary grad- 
uating from the past term of the advanced raving 8 School, successfully completed 
the special shesrvajion course, 40: 

~-000-= 


HIGHEST RANKING FLYING STUDENT 


Lieut.-Colonel Walter Krueger, who has. just been detailed to the Air Corps 
from the Infantry, will have the distinction of being the highest ranking studert.§- 
at the Primary-Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas , where he has been orders 4. %0." 
report on-March lst. : 

Under-the provisions of an order pe sued by the War Department last Dieaier) 
Army Officers in the varicus branches of the. service are being given an opport iris 
to transfer to the Air Corps with the prcevision-that they must earn their pilas's. 
rating in the:same manner as flying cadets, most of whom are ) youngsters. jus 5%. OU - 
of their teens, . 

Liput.-Colonel Krueger is 46 years old, and received his original Army com- 
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mission in 1901. Durin; the World War, amouc other imrortant duties, he served 
as Chief of Steff of the Tank Gorps, and was awurded the Distinguished Service 
vWedal. His last station was eat Fort McPherson, Ga. with the 22nd Infantry. He 
nas alweys been interested in the question o1 serio] cefense, end as en umpire 
during the Joint Army and Navy ifenouvers in tho Fa aiien Isiends spent meny hours 
in the air observing the progress. of events. 

--000-— 


PROGRESS OF CIVIL AVIATION IN GERMANY 


Statistics in regard to German air trensport in 1926, which heve been recent- 
ly issued by the Deutsche Lufthansa, show that the eircraft of the company covered 
about 3,816,109 miles -~ 24% more than in the previous year. The total aumber of 
passengers carriec was 56,268, baggesge 384 metric tons, freight 2585 tons, and 
postal matter, etc., 302 tons, The nuisber of passengers carried ws 5 Ue more than 
in 1925.. ; 

-~000-= 


ELKS AND SHRINERS VISIT CANAL ZOME 


A boat load of more than 509 members of the Elks recently arrived at Panama 
aboard the §.5.DORIC. The boat was met ebout ten miles out at sea from Cristobal 
and bombed by a formation of Martin Bombers, D.ii.'s and Pursuit planes from France 
Field. The bom>s dropped were bundles of magezines, local papers end circulars of 
welcome, The visiting Hiks were loud in praising the accuracy of the aviators. in 
their bombing work, more than 50 Lundles of vapex were dropped and only five were 
seen to miss the boat, The Silks, therefore, slipped one over on the yeliing news 
urchins by readin: the mornings paper before the boat docked, 

On the following day the Elks ran a special train to Frande Field, where they 
were met end shown nrounds the field. A few of the lending newspapermen in their 
party were riven an opportunity to see the Canel from the air. Mr. W.L, Wiley, 
fanaging Editor of the Knoxville SENTINEL, Knoxville, Tenn., was among those to 
make a flight. He declared-it to be his first Slizht but not his last;.as he is 
now convinced of the future possibilities of aviction, ; . 

several weeks later the 5.5. O8f04 arrived from New York City,. carrying severs: 
hundred Shriners, headed by a cellegation of Shriners from St. Paul, Minn, The re- 
ception extended to the visiting Nobles should have been very gretifying to them. 
A formation of DH's circled about their ship, while the PW-9's maneuvered above 
them, 

--000-- 


A PHOTOGRAPHIC” FLIGHT IN- PANAMA — 
By Lieut.'H.C. Dowmey, A.C... . 

Yes, we keep rather busy at France Field, ‘The writer recently escorted Lieut. 
McDonald in the photographic plane. He has been encaged for some time in mapping 
the Canal Zone and its appendages, which is quite a large order, Esctort.is rather 
afar fetched terg, however, Zor Lieut. McDoneld's DH-4-M2 ballooned up into the 
sky with amazing alacrity, while the writer's mount faithfully plugged and wheozed 
away with wide open tirottle but apneared to get nowhere at all, despite 1400 
revolutions per minute with the nose well above the horizon, 

Later on it was found that the secret of the success of this climbing DH was 
@.Martin Bomber propeller. 5S9'do we live ond learn, However, when flying on the 
level tol:ine pictures at 10,000 feet, the writer turned only 1450 to keep up -with 
the photo Ship turning 1500. The writer's piane had a Micarta prop and was a. 
heavy tank ship equipped to carry 135 gallons of gas, while the photo ship had.a 
IDO gallon tank, They were both supplied with 110 galions of gas but, if anything, 
‘the photo ship was the heavier loaded plane with its cemera and other. appendages. 

Lieut. McDonald cruized beck and forth over Trinidad Lake clicking off his 
exposures, while the writer dogged his steps faithfully, the idea being that in 
case the: photo ship or, for thet matter, the cther ship, is forced down, the sur- 
Vivor will observe closely where he landed or cracked up, as the case may be, and 
imiediately report the location of the plane and the number and strength of the 
alligators, so that measures may be taken to rescue the victims or. otherwise dis- 
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pose of themn.. 
Flying over the _jungie is quite a problem. Perhaps it would. be advisable to 
jump with a chute ani’ then perhaps it would not, for the alligators are hungry, 
and then there ere the boa constrictors. However, we have very well serviced 
ships and well adjusted motors. And then we saw some wonderful cloud effects, 
They have clouds here and sunrises and sunsets that are 2 joy to behold. 
=-=900==— 
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THE NEW ag TRANSPORT 
By A.M, Jacobs 


The use of the redio beacon, developed by the Materiel Division, was recently 
applied for the first time to commercial aviation when the Ford three-engined, all. 
metal monoplane transport flew from the Ford Airport, Dearborn, Michigan, to Mc- 
Cook Field, Dayton, Ohio. Its passengers consisted of Mr. William Stout, ites de- | 
Signer, Mr. William Mayo, Chief Engineer of the Ford Company, and crew. Divesta 
for the first half of the flight was from the radio beacon located at the Ford 
Airport, and for the latter hali from the Materiel Division beacon. The experimen) 
worked perfectly, the plane being guided directly above the Landing field in a : 
snowstorm which rendered visibility exccedirngly poor. The take-off, the flyers 
said, was also made in a swirl of snow, but tnat did not deter the trip, as until | 
very recently it would have done. . 

Gracefully, the big monoplane -- the most graceful type of plane that fhias -! 
banked and nosed dommvard to land on the field. Neat and ship-shape was her ap- 
pearance as she landed, and her doors were throw open for inspection. Inside, 
wicker chairs for seven were ranged along the windows. The two-place pilot's 
cockpit. was entirely glassed in, offering full protection from the cold and bad | 
weather. The earth inductor compass indicator was noted among the instruments =f 
on the pilot's instrument board. Three engine instrument dials, those of the 
tachometer, the oil pressure gauge and the oil thermometer shone from each out- | 
board motor, the pointers and numerals being radium-painted for visibility at : 
night. The ‘power is furnished by three Wright J-4 air-cooled engines, one in the 
nose, one on each side of the fuselage, suspended under the wing. At the right of | 
the pilot was a lever, very much like an automobile gear shift in appearance, for | 
operating the hydraulic brakes, with which the pilot was enabled to turn the plane > 

_in its om length. ; 

To the rear of the pilot's seat for the use of the pilot or the assistant 
pilot, was a radio receiving set, while a small redio compartment immediately to 
the rear of the pilot's cockpit accomodated a radio operator. Messages of greet- 
ing, sent by General Gillmore from McCook Field radio lzboratory, were received as 
the plane approached Dayton. 

Mr. Donovan, formerly with the radio unit at the Materiel Division, now with | 
the Ford Company, acted as radio operator for the trip, and it was good to see |[ 

_ him and Mr. Roy Langham, also formerly with the Materie]. Division, back upon their | 
old stamping ground once more, : | 

_ Remembering flyers' dependence upon weether conditions but a few years back 
it was good to think of our guests traveling to us on such a day in such safety | 
and comfort. The plane itself aroused ceneral ‘interest and approval at the field, | 
The return flight was made the same afternoon with radio beacon service. : 
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TWO MORE NEY MEMBERS OF THE CATERPILLAR CLUB 
" The membership roll of the Caterpillar Club is mounting to respectable pro- ‘ 
portions. Up to this writing there have been 42 occasions where occupants of -aire § 
planes went over the side with parachutes and saved their lives. Actually, how | 
ever, the membership of the Caterpiller Club is, es far as available information [| 
shows’, 36. Two members twice saved themselves, Lieuts. Hunter and Barksdrle, out fF 
the latter was subsequently kibbed in an airplane crash. Then there is Captain 
C.A. Lindbergh, Reserve, who is a fourth degreé member. 

The two newest members. of the Club are Capt. F.R. Pratt, Medical Corps, and 
Lieut. L.C. Craigie, Air Corps. The NEWS LETTER Corre spondent from Brooks Field 
relates the story of their jumps very briefly, as follows:-— 

"The morning of February 3rd, Li. L.O. Craigie. AC., instructor, and “apt. 
F.R. Pratt, Med. student, had the opportunity of deciding the best method of go 
ing over the side. Capt. Pratt had been showing skill and mastery of wn ari 2 
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rolling end after a particularly good one he handed the controls back to Lts 
Craigie -- ‘only there weren't none left' -- Roth officers left the ship at about 
1800 feet and enjoyed the ride dow and landed without injury with feeling 'kin 
to love for those beautiful, veautiiel chutes." 

Through the unfortunate accident on February 26th at Buenos Aires, when in 
making the landing at the field two of tho Pan-American airplanes collided, re- 
sulting in the death of Captain Clinton F. Woolsey and Lieut. John W. Bentor, the 
Caterpillar. Club gained two more menibers in the persons of Major H.A. Dargus, Com- 
mar.der of the Flight, and Lieut. Ennis €. Whitehead, who saved their lives by 
jumping with their parachutes. Tho actual membership of the Caterpillar Club to 
date is, therefore, 38, aad the number of occasions where the parachute was suce 
cessfully used in tne extreme emergency is 44. 

=--000——— 


CHIEF OF STAFF INSPESTS POPE FIELD 


Major-General C.P, Summerall, Chief of Staff, made an inspection tour of Fort 


Bragg, N.C. recently, and included in the long list of units which came. under his 


scrutiny was the cetechment of the 2nc Observation Squadron at Pope Field, The 
General expressed himself es being satisfied with the. well-kept appearance of the 
grounds and equipment and laudet the obvious svirit of cooperation existing bew™ 
tween the Artillerymen and the personnélk of Pone Field, 

--00o-= 


OFFICERS DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS 


Six officers of other branches of the Army were recently detailed to the Air 
Corps and ordered to take training at the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, 
Texas, viz; Captain Roy BE. Craig and 2nd Lieut. Harold EB. Walker, Cavalry; Lieut.- 
Col. Walter Krueger and lst Lieut. Terrence J, Tully, Infantry; Capt. John A. 
Wheeler, Ordnance Dept.; and lst Lieut.’Francis KH, Kuhn, Quartermaster Corps. 

--000--= 


ENLISTED MEN QUALIFY AS FLYING CADETS 


The following enlisted men recently qualified for appointment as Flying 
Cadets and were ordered to take training et the Primary Flying School, Brooks 
Field, Texas, beginning March lst: Air Corps -- Pvt. Coleman Clark, Aberdeen Prov- 
ing Grounds, Md.; Privates Albert L. Baldock, John F. Garruto, Stewart C. Grin, 
Edwin L. Miller and James T. Solof, Langley Field, Va.; Pvt. Jesse. A. Owensby, 
Maxwell Field; Ala.; Set. Harold E. Pielmeier, Wright Field, Ohio; Pvts. John H, 
Holtz, Paul F, Shock, Chanute Field, Ill.; Pvt. Aaron W. Johnson, Scott Field; 

Pvt. Herbert G. Sherman, Selfridge Field; Pvt. Royal Leonardi, Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Cavalry -- Pvt. John W. Stewart, 6th Cavalry, Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. 
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JOTES FROM ATR CORPS FIFLDS 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., February 9th. 








Since the return of the First Pursuit Group from the Canadian trip it has | 
been working on pursuit tactics anc the solution of problems preparatory to the [ 
combined maneuvers in &pril. f 

To date there has been considerable conjecture as to just where and with 
whom these combined maneuvers are to take place. One plan is to send the Croup 
to Narvagansett Bay for work with the Navy during their maneuvers in the Spring, 
The alternative is to send the Group to San Antonio where it can work in conjunc. 
tion with the Second Division. 

Tentative plans are being made to finish record firing at ground and tow tar. 
gets in the near future here at the field. The Group is also to start bombing 
practice within the month. . ; 

' Lieut. Luther.S. Smith has been transferred to Kelly Field, Texas, and is to} 
report at that station upon expiration of leave of absence. 

Upon the arrivel of pursuit planes piloted by Lieuts. Arthur G. Liggett and 
Charles H. Deerwester, and the Douglas Transport piloted by Staff Sgt. Byron kK, 
Newcomb, all ships participating in the flight to Canada have now returned. The 
Transport carried mechanics and suppiies for the trip. _ 

Lieut. Julian B. Haddon hss been crdered hore after completing his tour in 
the Philippines. 


Selfridge Field, Mich., Februrry 15th. 





While flying in formation and while coming out of a dive, Lieut. Mallory dif 
not pull up soon enough and hit the tail surface of the plane piloted by Lieut, 
Hopkins, causing the controls to jam. At first Lieut. Hopkins was going to jum, 
but Lieut. Strahan signceled him not to jump’ but to try to land, which Lieut. Hop. 

. kins succeeded in doing. On the following day Lieut. Mallory, in order to avoid 
being taxied into by Lieut, Johnson, ground looped his plane after landing, caus 
ing one broken wheel, 


Pvt. Herbert C. Shermen, 95th Pursuit Squadron, qualified for appointment 2s | 





Flying Cadet and will be sent to brooks Field for primary flying training on 
March lst. 


Lieut. Crowley cracked up a PW-3 at Buffalo Airport on Feb. 4th, washing oui) 
one wing and breaking a wheel. A wing was shipped from this field and installed | 


by the Curtiss Company at buffalo. Cadet Hovey and Sgt. Shannon in a DH trans- 
ported a wheel on Feb. 10th.° Lieut. Crowley then proceeded to Mitchel Field, 
arriving there at 4:15 P.M. on that date. j , 
Lieut, Finch, pilot, and Capt, Collins, M.C., in a DH, on a flight from Mc- 
Cook Field for Selfridge, were forced down at Toledo, 0., on account of darkness, } 
landing et Ruthinger's Field. They resumed their journey early the following || 
morning, reaching Selfridge Field at 8:00 A.M, . 


© 


Lieut. Lyon, our old Yupply Officer, came up from McCook,Feb. 7th in a DH, 


for the purpose of teking back Lieut. Tourtellot. On the same date Lieut, Tour. | 


tellot brought back one of the P-2's which had hydraulic brakes installed. 
Lieut. Batten arrived here from McCook, Feb, 10th, for the purpose of trans] 
porting to that field Capt. Woolson, of the Peckerd Motor Car Company. 


. Lieut, Wolf and Capt. Edwards, in ea DH, from the Radio Division, Signal sete B 
tion, McCook Field, made a flight to Selfridge, being in communication with McCool 


during the flight. They reported that the signals came in clear, 


Lieut. Frank 0'D. Hunter returned to duty fror. the Walter Reed Gencbal Hos | 


pital, where he was receiving trestment, end resumed his duties as Operations 
Officer and Aircreft Accident Investigating Officer. 


‘Lieut. Irwin S, Amberg resigned his commission,Feb. 19th to enable him to 
carry on the business of his father in Detroit, 


connection with the Air Corps entirely, however, as he hes signified his desire 
to remain on the reserve list, 


Headquarters, Air Corps Troops, Fort Brage, N.C. February 1927. 





Lieut. H.W. Gamble and Pvt. K.R. Cunningham of the Pazechute Dept. limbered 
up our two training chutes recently by jumping with thew, and sow the soa sn is 


in full swing, meny applicants for future jumps having signed the list, “his lis 
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is growing so rapidly that aiready it hegins to bear close resemblance to the de- 
tachment roll call. 
" Gonsiderable volley ball activity ereund the barrecks was the rule in the 
past few weeks. ‘The interest manifested in the game was such that it was decided 
to make use of the up and coming talent ov forming a leazue. Each officer of the 
five stationed here is the captain of a team, and schedules are worked out so that 
each team will pley six games per week, Thus far the time has been devoted to 
practice but in the next four weeks league games will be played. Due to the fact 
thet the teams are evenly matched, a hot fight for ton honors is expected. 
' Lieut. Guy Kirksey with Tech. Sgt. Merson, flew dow from Langley Field in an 

Amphibian and remeined here a few deys. They were bound for Florida on a photo-- 
graphic mission. Adverse weather reports from the South delayed their departure 
but they. finally. cleared for Parris Island. 

‘Mrs. Harlan W..Holden, representing the Army Relief Society, again proclaims 
a Logh membership for the Detachment. This is the fourth consecutive year the 
outfit registered a membership of. 100%. Although the money obtained from this 
source is turned in to Fort: Bragg, credit for membership is allowed the. Air Corps. 

Lieut. H.W. Holden was reelected to the Fort Bragg Officers" Club Committee 
as athletic representative. : 


orton Field, Columbus, Ohio. 





Fy 


‘The weather here has been rainy and foggy enough to satisfy any Londoner. 
our C .0., Lieut. McKee, took advantage of the only decent afternoon in a b tong - 
while to fly the new VE- 9 to Fairfield and back. 

The reserve officers flying from this station are all excited over. a possible 
chance that we may get a PT-l here. The Jenny is a good ship but, as we all know, 
"Variety is the spice of life", I+ will seem great to see Sere in the hangar 
different than. the old standby. 

We miss the old gang since the Model Airway ships discontinusd opabataénins 
It is getting kind of lonesome for the checkered black and white nosed DH's, and 


the never failing questions of the passengers -~ “How far are we from Langin or 
McCook?" . 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., Feb. 7th. 





Capt. Armin F. Herold, OIC Reserve activities at Salt Lake City, Utah, flew 
to Crissy Field from that place, bringing with him five parachutes: for inspection 
by the Parachute Department . 

Lieut. Willis R, Taylor just returned from San Antonio, Texas, where he-was — 
on duty in ‘connection with the making of the motion picture "iings". _ 

Lieut. Wilkins reported for duty at this station from the Hawaiian Dept., 
after three months' leave. 

; Two Navy PN-9's, each carrying a crew of five men, flew up. from San Diego 
last week and paid Crissy Field a short visit. 

Lieut. Taylor of the California National Guard landed here in a DH last 
Tuesday on a cross-country flight from Los Angeles. 

Capt. Giffin, of the Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot, piloting a noes plane, 
stopped here on a cross country flight from San Diego. 

Lieut. and Mrs. C.V, Haynes are making a motor tour of Southern California. 


The Panama Air Force for the Month of January . (By Lt. H.C. Downey} 





France Field pilots and observers have been engaging in aerial gunnery prac- 
tice for the Past several weeks, now that the so-called dry season is on. (It has 
rained every day thus far,) 

The 7th Squadron already fired for record, ‘and of the DH pilots on fixed guna 
Lt. R.B. Williams appexwrs to have high score, he having made two excellent-runs. 
On the first run out of 100 rounds he had 84 hits, making a score of 291. On the 
second, out of another 100 rounds he had 80 hits, or a score of 386, totalling 
677 out of a possible 1000. He had 55 bulls. ‘Lieut. J.E. Parker was second high 
man with 311 for the first run and 239 for the s«:ond, bssae 250. Lt. Deke: 
Canfield was third. 

The same two pilots seem to have the cold calculating eye with the rear guns 
aS well, This time Lt. Jimmy Parker made a score of 159 out of a possible 485 
97 rounds) on the first run, and 204 out of a possible 485 on the second run, 
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making a total of 353 ovt of a possible 97C. Lt. Michael McHugo, observer, made | s 
third place with the rear guns. ir 8 
‘ In the 25th Squadron, which has not ° yet shot for record, Lt, James Flannery [ t 
seems to have his sights well on the targst, with flexible gums. Out of 194 round: 5 
he made 40 hits or a score of 112, Lt. King se of 194 rounds scored 29 sanat: or [ 
a total of 86 points. 

Joy was rife here recently in the 25th Bomb. Squadron when a much tedernel ¢: 
letter was received from Gov. Walker of the Canal Zone granting authority to Franc | 
Field -planes to bomb two sunken ships out iri Limon Bay near the entrance to the 


oe 
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i Canal. They are, respectively, the President Marroquin and the Carthagena, The | 5} 
i old hulks are out there rusting awey in the very salt weter, and the bombers are te 
4 eager to get their sights on them, They will make excellent targets. No explosiy f¢ 
| bends will be used, The planes will drop dummies and during all bombing practice | te 
i a@ guard boat will be stationed near the targets to shoo away too inquisitive ones pr 
i a so save them from getting in the way of a missile. ru 
| ' _, It is very gratifying, indéed, to see’ the excellent condition in which planes| _ be 
_” “and engines are kept at France ‘Field, The 63rd Service Squadron under Gapt. Carl | a 
W.Connell is a very efficient organization, and Capt. Connell an able engineer, - We 
Deterioration to wooden fuselages in the tropics is very rapid, especially e Sst 
] dowm in the tail section where mud and water collect. Even metal fuselages are e 3r 
q apt to rust repidly in this climate. The only solution is constant care and at- 
| tention, and the planes get it. The 63rd. has some very good non-commissioned of- “%0 


i ficers, Master Sgts.. Mills, Scott. and, Hale being hard to. beat, and Sets. Young and Ju 
|. Hagar being very efficient. : 
i ' The squadrons. too, have. good engineering organizations, and no better col- 
lection of similar airplanes can be seen ‘anywhere in the States. 

The 12th ‘Photo Section, under Lt. George C. McDonald, has been busily en- 
1 gaged in T- s mapping for the Corps of Engineers at Corozal. A mosaic of. the en- 
tire Canal Zone is nearly completed.and is a work to be proud of. Just recently | PF 
Lt. McDonald and Sgt. Carducci took a fine photograph from 12,000 feet showing . : 


i 

/ both the Atlantic and Pacifie sides of the Isthmus and the whole Canal. The. Lab- to 

} oratory at France Field is very completely eduipped and well operated. : hs 
1 ( 


Lts. Merrick and Crocker, of the 24th Pursuit Squadron, appear to have the 
i edge on the other pilots in practice bombing with small bombs from a PW-9, How ; 
i ever, they have not bombed for record as yet and results ‘are inconclusive, : Pir 
. During January the 7th Observation Squadron executed six missions, three for | 
i the Coast Artillery and three Infantry liaison missions with the Infantry. : 

i The. squadrons put in « total time of 143 hours and 35 minutes on crass-coun | 

} try, 105 hours, 35 minutes on aerial gunnery (both ground and tc? target) 20 hours} Mac 


bur 
ba: 





i 55 minutes on. Infantry Liaison and 6 hours*Coast Artillery Observation. The 
i A totel+time of 593 hours and 5 minutes was piled up, with the 24th Pursuit the 
i Squadron in the lead with 218 hours and 30 minutes. . 
il ; _ On the 25th the Duke and Duchess of York arrived at the entrance of the Cane ’ Kir 
| at 6:30 A.M. aboard the H.M.S. RENOWN, and France Field, although very busy wit : 
H the Pan-Americen planes, gave them a splendid reception. Six Bombers, 13 DH's ati) 

cro 


ar 2 


i. 6 PW-9 pursuit plaries circled around their ship in excellent alignment and it mi 
have made a very. impressive sight, if indeed their Highneésses were up early enough}  6un 
to see them. :  & sho 
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; | | 7 debe a> - 
! Camp Nichols; Rizal, P.I., January 12th. | oT8 | ae 
i — q a 
H Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: The vacation season slipped in on us and | the 
i _Sgt. Arant started right out with 15 days' detached service at Baguio to recuper 4 
‘| ate, from what we do not know. Larsen of the Meteorological Section left his 40 © on 
i balloons and went along also. Lieut. Kase returned from a month's. ‘leave. and lok!) mp 
H much better than the skeptics predicted, Sgt. .Musgrave of the Radio station ™as pe 
H discharged and is now looking for av»buffalo nickel to toss up to decide as to q uae 
i whether he will reenlist or not. ' . & he 
i 28th Bombardment Squadron: Capt. Eagle returned from detached service at tif 
Southern Islands and assumed command, Captain Seaton was transferred to the Sou ie tai; 
ron from Hdqrs. Detachment, 4th Composite Group, on Dee. 15th and assumed commen! § bei 
vice Capt. Eagle, relieved, the latter being apnointed Squadron Mess Officer ad & ipe 
Adjutant. ' Sant 
| 66th Service Squadron: The Aero repair, under the uble direction of Master § 
Sergeant Pulliam, repaired and tested six DH-4 airplanes. The new siscl fuseles F iday 
ie’ 





photographic ship has been assembled and turned over to Flight "B" for tte neces 
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sary tests. The dope and paint shop, under the direction of Sgt. Brooks, recovered 


- four complete sets of DeH wings and surfaces, Lieut. John D. Corkille was assigned 


+o this organization and appointed Cort end Property Officer. Master Sgt. Pulliom 
Section Chiei of the Acro Repair, is taking a 3 months’ reenlistment furlough for 
the purpose of taking a pleasure jaunt thru the Southern Islands, 





Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I, 


One of the outstanding events of the year at Gamp Stotsenburg, the annual 
Sports Carnival, was held December 16 to 18. The 3rd Pursuit Squadron, called upon 
to participate in the carnival, pui on a tactical demonstration which -brought . 
forth enthusiasm ana favorable comment by 211 who witnessed it. Most of the spec- 
tators had never seen a Pursuit Squadron in action before and were very much im 
pressed by the speed and maneuverability of the pursuit planes. The program was 
run off promptly and included tactical formation flying, bombing, machine gunnery, 
balloon sniping, parachute jumping and acrobatics. In the bombing demonstration 
a dummy airplane was used as the target, and the percentage of direct hits made 
was quite a surprise to the visiting officers. The Commanding General of Camp 
Stotsenburg was particularly well pleased with the demonstration and commended the 
3rd Pursuit Squadron on the good showing. 

The Air Corps was very well represented in the events of the carnival and 


‘took prizes as follows: Lieut. James W. Spry, Handicap Golf Tournament; Lieut, 


julian B. Haddon, Low medal golf score; Mrs. Harry Mills, Ladies Golf Tournament; 
Mrs. Matthew E. Finn, 2nd place in three Gymkhana events. 

Preparations are going forward for the annual maneuvers, The Division and 
Army and Navy maneuvers will take place in January. The Group expects to take the 
field early in February. i 
. The Squadron totalled 106 flying hours for December. The tactical training 
program was completed with the exception of some machine gun firing. 

Lieuts. Bobzien, Crawford and Schulgen accompanied the 26th Cavalry on a hike 
to Mount Pinabuto, the mile height summer resort of Camp Stotsenburg. While not 
very successful gathering game, they reported a wonderful time and greatly enjoyed 
the novelty of sleeping under blankets again. 

Our baseball team suffered defeat and the loss of the series to the 24th 
Field Artillery. Our team played wonderful ball all season and led the league, 
but the last transport took away too much of our strength, especially in the heavy 
batters. 

During the Carnival, the 3rd Squadron entertained 51 sailors from the Destroyer 
MacLeach. The sailors and the Air Corps men had a very enjoyable time together. 
The outstanding events during this visit were the Air Corps-Navy baseball.game and 
the sailors' trip on mules to Camp Three in the local mountains. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I. 





Flying activities for the month totalled 57 aircraft hours, including several 
cross-country trips to Olongapo, Manila and Cavite, and saw the completion of aeriz: 
gunnery practice. Although the compilation of figures is not as yet completed, 
showing the individual gunners' scores, the results of the gunnery practice are 
considered generally satisfactory. The majority should show up well if a method 
can only be found whereby a score can be figured on one's (rumored) contention 
that he never made a miss and the result of a subsequent checking up which brought 
the fact to light that the entire South Channel was covered by his statement. 

The joint Army-Navy Exercises, set for Jan. 6th, 7th and 8th, and the Philip- 
pine Division Maneuvers, echeduled for Jan. 5th to 20th, inclusive, are demanding 
first attention this month. The Field's Engineering Department is busily engaged 
in the overhaul of ships and equipment and installation of radio on some of the 
cruisers, The Harbor Defense Commander will also hold his formal tactical inspec- 
tion during the period, Jan. 17th to 29th, so, from all indications, the coming 
tonth will see many and varied activities at this station. 

_ The holiday spirit held all personnel securely in its grasp,parties, enter- 
tainments and such other amusements as the limited confines of the "Rock" affords 
being in order while, judging from the array of brightly colored go-carts, veloc- 
ipedes and other toys being proudly exhibited about the field by their owners, 
Santa was evidently good to the kiddies. 

Our Commanding Officer, Capt. Knight, enjoyed a well earned rest over the hol- 
idays on detached service in the mountains at Camp John Hay, Lieut. Arthur Thomas 
wtees - 73 - V-5647, A.C. 











being in command during his absence. 
Tne Souadron is soon to lose its Cormunicntions Officer, lst Lt. Mark H. Red. 
wen, wiose trensfer to the Philippine Ai: Depot at Camp Nichols was recently or-. 
dered., Tne departure of this old iimer is to be regretted, and we wish him good 
luck, 


being relieved as Engineer Officer ty Lt. Lucas V. Beau, Jr. a recent arrival, 
ther chenges in vost and squadron cuties during the month were: Lt. J.Ac 
Mollison relinguisned his post as Adyetan t+ and Psrsonnel Adjutent te Lt. A.S, 





Albro; Lt. Moilison took over the cuties of Orgenization Supply Officer, ‘Fire Mar. | 
‘ ee 
shall and Agent Quartermister vacated by Lieut. Arthur ‘thouas. : 4 
The non-commissioned staff of Flight "B" at Camo Nichols was further. augmented | 


by one Staff Sergeant from this field -- Staff Sergeant Mexnight. 

Sinee the last writing, the Fort Mills Baseball, League progressed beyond the 
practice geme ste te arid is now half woy throuch the scheduled eight games for the 
League enespigeehiy The Air Corps standing, as represented by. the end Squadron, 
is oniy one thousand per cent, the secres ci the four games: played being 335-12; 
12-9; 6-3 and 9-5 The vrospects of the troy’ ultimately fincing a resting sleds 
alongside our other cups in the C.0.°9 Orfice looms more certain every day... 


ae 





Langley Field, Hampton, Va., February. 3rd 


The Officers’ Tenivis Court in the seaplane hangar wes opened for play and, 


from ‘present indications, will be one of the most popular places on the post Curing | 


the winter months.;. Lacie s desiritg to use the court in the mornings may ‘hake ar- 
rangements to have the “4.4 sei hangar opened by telepnoning. the steward at the 
Officers' Club. This also anplies to ladies desiring to practide golf. 
ieut, Kenneth N, Walker , C.Q., llth Bomb. Sqdn., ferried a Martin Bomber +o 
Middletown, vie Bolling Fiei¢, for overhaul, returning to Langley Field by rail, . 

Tne Douglas Trensport, flow te Eolling last Saturdey morning, returned to 
Lengley , nueeany noon, being celayed by unfavorable weather conditions, ; 

Colonel T. Araki of the Imperiel Japanese Army, accompanied by four other 
Japanese officers, visited Lanzley Field. They gonfined their visit to the: 2nd 
Bombardment Group a the Air Corps Tactical School. 

i taff Sgt. Cobb, from the Boston Airport, was a visiting aiiet deattieg an 
past week, bringing as his vassencer Major Barrett, C.A.C. 

on Lieut. House,,- Secretary of the A.C.T.S., had his cross- ‘country to: Bolling. 
in an SE-5 cut short by motor trouble. _He made a forced landing on the Yorktow 
Golf course. 

‘Mejor Lohmen, student’ in the ACTS, cross sscountried to Bol Ling on the 29th. 
Capt. Day, A.C. Res., on a six mronths' active duty with the 2nd Bomb. Group, also 
made a cross-country te Bolling over the week end, 

. 20th Observation Squadron: In addition to the regular training of personel 
and the hendling of all missions in cooneration with other branches of the service, 
this orgarizetion was given the job of conducting service tests on,parachvte 
jackets, dyes for tow targets, sand loaded bowbs dropped in the water, .dolivery of. 
unit perachutes; navy float lights and turbo type superchargers. With the. above. 
listed service testis to complete within the near future the squadron will have: no 
trouble. keeping busy. 

llth Bombardment Squadron: The Squadron flew 2 total of 4 hours, 15 minutes 
during the past week, consisting of 23 flights. é; 

. The squadron is the only orgenization now entirely equipped with the new Huil- 
Daland Lu~l airplane. Service tests are being carried out, due to minor changes 


now being made, and the time in the air has been limited, Two ships are past the . 
fifty-hour mark. 








Lieut. S.P. Mills temporarily took over the duties of Communications Officer, | 











iSth Airship Company: On Jan. 24th an interception problem was worked out 
with a ship at sea, Radio informetion was received from a large passenger steurer 
giving her position, course avid speed at noon. At 1:00 P.d, the TC-9, in commard, 
of Capt. Chas. P. Clark, left Langloy Field and, in spite of a thick. bens in which 
the visibility was not over 3 miles, this ship was located 20 miles out ct sea,. 
southeast of Hog Island Licht. ‘The location of this vessel was a very spectactlar: 
affair, the TC-9 coming richt out of the clouds over the cteamer, The TG-5, cui- 
manded vy ist Lieut. W.A. Gray, which ieft Langley Field 30 minutes after the C-9, 
also locateé this steamer shortly after the arrival of the first airship. The 7-8 
maintained radio communication between the field, airship and steamer, during the 
proolem. Major W.H. ‘Frank, Commanding Officer of Langley Field,.a passenger on the 
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TC-5 » was very gretified with. the results of ‘this tactical problem. 

“phe following dey the, "0-9, commanded .by Lt. i.A. Gray, made its usual month- 
ly cross-country trip to Washington, where the airship’ was turned over to Lieut.- 
Colonel Fravel, Majors Reardan, Lincoln, Barry, Lisuta, Reeves and York for train- 
ing flights for a few hours, The return flight to Langley Field was made as a 
night training flight, for Major Reardan, who piloted this airship. 

. gnd Photo Section: Of late, this organization has been engaged in making 2 
mosaic ‘of outlying towns, villages and districts in the vicinity of Langley. Field 
to a scale of one to four thousand, This large scale mosaic is to be installed at 
Heddquarters , ‘Langley ‘Field, where it will assist in josetang houses ‘occupied my 
‘officers now quartered off the. past. 

A mosaic and a set of ‘oblique ‘photographs \ were recently aie ‘of. Williamsburg, 





“Vas, “The Cradle of the Republic". These photographs are to be used by the Pub- 
“icity Department of William and Mary College in constructing a model in relief 


of the historical community. 
96th Bombardment Squadron: Lt. McReynolds _ and Sgt. Johnson recently completer 





; “d course at Edgewood) Arsenal on the technicalities of laying a’smoke sereen. They 


reported they enjoyed the course very much, the weather se take their stay being 
delightful, 

=. ts‘ with. ‘régr ‘et that — announce. ‘the ‘death of lst Set. James H. smith, of 
this “organization, on Jan. e7th, Sgt. Smith was. exceptionally well liked and was 


to have ‘been’ ‘retired. ina few days, : 


Notice ‘to "MéCook., Fiel@: . ,The ingenuity of ‘the Engineering Department of the 
96th Bomb. ‘Sqdn. hast proven. itsel!, With the installation, of a novel. system of 
‘heating oil ‘and‘tater on bie mornings. For details on: the. matter, ee to. 





Master ‘Sats | Raridle; fang Field, who projected: the ‘system, 


Staff Set. Harry &. Breen. of the 96th Bomb. Sagne, was ‘sent to Walter Reed 
General rebe rted for, observation, peer ae ; 





“Brooks Field," gan antonio, “Texas, ‘February. Sth. 


“With the present élass. almost. two. weeks behind in its scheauke eseisies of bad 
‘weather, the entité persénnel is working over time in an effort to graduate the’ 
class by the last of the month. A-complete flying and ground school. course of 
five, instead ‘of six: ‘months ' duration, is to be tried out with the.next two classes 
‘This ‘will give instructors* approximately four weeks between classes in which to 
prepare their courses for -the™ next siege. If practicable, academic leaves will 


» be "granted "to those needing ‘rest, eelaxation and the "big, broad flexible outlook". 


Cross-country flights made during : ‘January were as follows; Captain C.B. Olde 
field to Fort Ringold, Texas; Lt. H.M, Witthkop to Muskogee, Okla.; Lieut. +L. 
Craigie to,.Tulsa, Okle.; Lieut, C.W. Davies to Post Field; Staff Sgt. DeWald to 
Luling and Laredo , Texas, Lieut. Perrin to Harlingen and Brownsville, Texas; Lt. 


_ MH. McKinnon to. Cuero, Texas: Lt."R.D,. Reeves and Lt. Gillespie to Dallas, Texas;. 


Liduts, HAR. Greenlaw,.N . Twining: and C.T,. Meyers to Port’ O'Connor, Texas. 
» i Ut. and Mrs, Mélhace. By Wits6on ‘are ‘the ‘parents of a son born Dec. 3rd,: 
Lieut. Charles Y, Banfill returned from his latest success, with "Wings" and 
renaauned. command. of :the: 11th ‘School: Group’ Headquarters. 
= Ute, and Mrs, Leo. Post! and ‘Lt. and’ Mrs’, “Bed, Tooher. are new J arrivals here. * 
arney' » you may? recall, ‘was ‘one of the’ ‘original charter members- of. the Air Corps, 
and we’ ere proud to:have’ buch talent: with us. 
‘aa —— > alee ‘brrived! here: from ‘the: Philippines and was aseigned to the 


‘ : Staff. Sgt.:DeWald, one of our: ‘flying thesia igre for several: classes, ise: 
caving the ‘Sarwtow to ~~ igi Ar Mail, 


4 


ra “4c 


San datonte, Air Intermediate: Depot . Duncatt Pistd, ‘Teias, Feb, ' isth, 





: The Engineering Departinent: of thib Depot overhauled and canine the follow 

ny Airplanes and: engines during Jaiwary: Airplanes - 5 DH-4N~2T ; -3 DH-4M~2; 

; H-4M-1; 4 Douglas 0-2; 1 VE<=9, 1 _ “1, + OA~1A, | 2 PT-1, total. oe sagenns “= 
4 Liberty, 1 Wright, total? 35, : 

, The much needed PT<k :spearés are: now arriving at this Deépot end will greatly 
acilitate the overhaul. df: thd. PT-I“planés; ~ 

box Tn the Depot. Supply Department , “the work of packing engine. parts.in seiiiliieies 

a fe is progressing nicely and will -be’the means of © Saving RPbroRiMately 75% of 

ne floor space: refaamente haieieaa? ‘this ii'terial’, 
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Lieuts. Thomas H, Gilvert.and C.J, kenwey arrived here Feb, 15th from Post 
Field, ferrying two JNH planes. to be turned in to this — 


Fort Ghoondtt | teras. Janvery-20th.. 





The Post Exchange, .6 months. old, is increasing in scope and business monthly, 
On Dec, 3lst the Exchange completed the best uonth's business since its opening 
last June; profits aré quite satisfactory. 

The RB, ‘& R. Department received the first inbtel inant of the 8th Corps Area 
traveling library, consisting of -5G books of modern fiction - a welcome addition 
to the Post Library proper, consisting of about 400 books,’ ; 

In addition:to the regularly’ scheduled entertainments, including motion pic- 


‘ture shows, e representative of the Christian Church of Galveston gave at the Ser- [| 


vice Club for members of the post’a short play and interesting tanks on subjects 
of current interest, 

The.Q.M, Dept. has been more than usually attive in-new construction and re- 
consthuction, The post carpenter. shop. was een” to a new eoseent. much better — 
suited to its purpose, 

The administration building recently veowunel a new embellishment , a sign 
5 x 10 ft. bearing ‘the six coats of arms and insignia of the 3rd Attack Group, 
and its squadrons, painted by an..officer of this: command, The sign is brilliant, 
‘the coats of arms standing out in twelve colors on a backgrourid of white, 

} One officer of the Reserve-and. six cadets left for Kelly Field to undergo 
examination for appointment in the. Regular: Army , ‘viz; 2nd-Lt. I.M. Palmer, Reés,, 
Flying Cadets M.D.§. Steenson, F.K. Park, &.€. Robbins; A.E. Cavana, WW. Gross, 
0.0. George and F .V. Tompking. ~All of :the: etic spent. mich time ee the last two 
months in preparation for the examination. 

60th Service Squadron: The recreation room of the 60th sqiedroh is finished, 
It. is furnished in e two-room apartment effect, the outer room (including pool and 
billiard parlor and card room) furnished as.a’ funting. lodge, while an inner room 
is decorated as a ‘drawing room complete in every detail to the overstuffed furni- 
' ture, mahogany tables, Bitwapd and reed —s, end lounging corners in mahogany and 
dark green. . 

Basket ball was the poibd ener athletic ‘activity of the’ Sigendivon: with its 
team at present challenging any ‘squadron -of ‘the ‘Group for championship, having wey 
with considerable ‘success in games with outside teams, ~ 

8th Attack Squadron: The. Squadron is feeling the loss, of one of its officers; 
lst Lieut, Ralph F, Stearley, who: was relieved from assignment with the squadron 
and assigned-to Headquarters a5 Adjutant. 


Lieut. Howard M, Turner is on -a 30 days’ leave of ‘abseneé visiting pplasivns 
at Avoce, Texas. 


20th bttack Squadron: Flying’ ‘was the principal activity of the squadren dur 
ing the last two weeks, in addition to unusually heavy work in the care of its 
planes due to their being practically, ‘altogethér exposed to the weather without 
hangars, ; 

The Aerodrome: During the past week the Group ‘ponataedion detail started 
work on a two story meteorological office adjoining the Group Operations Office... 
This will be completed within a short time, making a total of five offices on 

the flying field, all built: by home talent: from salvaged lumber. 

The wind again played havoc with the housing of the Group.’ s airplanes. _Dure 
ing the past 15 fays four more'tent hangers were either torn to shreds or blow, » 
completely to the ground by the wind. They have been erected since last gummer 
and the attaeks of the atmosphere and climatic conditions “have rendered them in. 
such a deteriorated condition that they will withstand very little further on- 
slaught of weather. This leaves a total of eight hangars standing out of the 
original 22, diyided as follows: 90th Squadron, 1; 8th Squadron; 5; 60th Squadron, 
2. With the arrival of newly overhauled aircraft and visiting airplanes, in ad= 
dition to the planes already here; it is a problem to determing shih: baa kis anes 
are entitled to shelter, * Fae Ns 

- The. contractors are on the griieal and ‘have started the erection ‘of the new 
steel hangars to be placed at the eastern end of the north ell of the field... Un- 
til these hangars are ready for use, deterioration and. damage to government prope" 
erty is bound to take plane, because a large percentage of the Group s airplanes 
ere exposed to the salt laden, wet,’ winter ‘ air, ; 

Through arrangements: ‘between the Chief of Air Corps. and the Navy Dept., ten 
U.S. float see ceil II, equipped with AF LO l-a manually operated-fuses 
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nave been furnished to this Group for service tests, These floetllights are used 
for meacuring drift when flving over weter, while the airplencs are flyinz a 
straight course the float bombs are dropped overvoaid. After tuey are a mile or 
more astern the angle made Setween the float's direction and the longitudinal can. 
ter line of the ship is measured. In measuring the dritt redial lines ere painted 
on the guabili2er from the center noint of the tack to the rear cockpit, these 

lines pagrennat every five dogree interval from zero to thirty degrees on each side. 
The observer faces to the rear, pluces his eye as close as possible to the cvnter 
point and sights over the stablilizer, using a five degree reference line, being 
able to estimate the drift to within one degree. To date four of these float 
lights were tested, resulting with good visibility for an average oi five minutes 
under heqvy weather conditions of rough seas and strong winds, The tests thus far 
have been sonducted by Licuts. G.C. McGinley, A.L. Bump, -Jr., and Set. Edw. Brown, 
all pilots of the 3:d Attack Group. 

Training of personnei of the 3rd Attack Group since. January 1st consisted of 
the follew:ng: (a) Aeriol Training --(1) Progressive instruction in formation fly- 
ing to include rendezvous cver distant objectives by indivicual airplanes and units 
proceeding to objectives via different routes; (2) Low altitude bombing;, (3) 
least one cross-country flight per month ior cach officer; (4) The application of 
‘attack tacuics ageinst ground targets; (5) Individuel synchronized machine gun ~ 
training. (b) Ground Training -- (1) Commissioned and enlisted personnel; Instruc- 
tion and practice for both commissioned and enlisted versonnel as required in the 
performance of thsir duties in the unit; (2) Enlisted Fer sonnel - Recruit instruc- 
tion for ali men with less then six months' service, 

Cross-country flights for the purpose of individuel cross-country flying train- 
ing, were mede by the following rersennel: Lieut. H.W, Anderson with Capt, Charles 
BE, Brenn, M.C. to Kelly Field, Jan. Srd, returning the following day; Lieut, GVA. 
McHenry to Kelly Sield, Jan. 7th, returning the 9th; Cadet Alexander Cabana to 
Post Field, Okie., Jon. 3th, returnixg the following day; Cadet W.W. Gross, to 
Bartlett, Te:‘as, Jan. Sth, returning the following day; Major Frank D. Lackland to 
Kelly Field, Jan, Jith, returning the i5th. 

Lieut. G.C. MeGinley was forced down at Ellington Field, while en route to 
Kelly Field, on account of notor trouble. 

Lieut, R.F. Steaqrley wade a cross-country flight to Kelly Field in a Dougias 
Transport with Licut, A.H. Foster, for the purpose of ferrying to this station 
Lieuts, Bernes end, McGinley, who ferried two 0-2's to the San Antonio Air Inter- 
mediate Depot. Lieut. Foster was the pilot on the return trip, 

Athletics of the 3rd Attack Group end other troops at Fort Crockett are on 
the boom, including soccer, basketball and winter buceball, Athletics in various 
forms are doing much for the Attack Group in efficiency, iealth and morale. 

Lieut. Ralph I. Stearley le?t for McCook Field to etiend a meeting of a 
Board of Officers in connection with aircraft instruments, On cenclusion of the 
sessions of this Board, Lieut, Stearley will sit on another Board at McCook Field, 
convened for the purpose of adjusting tables of basic allowances. 

The Air Corps Club Building was completed: and furnished and is now in use, 
although its formal opening wiil not take place for a short time. This Club is 
a source of satisfaction to the officers and ledies of the command, as previous 
to this time there was no provision for a Club, | 

An Officers' Mess was esteblished as a restaurant feature of the Group under 
a Chinese caterer, Visiting pilots will be extended the courtesy of threc meels 
at the expense of the Club, 

The formal opening of the Club will, it is expected, take the form of a ree 
ception for members of the Club and friends in the City of Galveston whe have 
ina large measure made the club possible by their assistance in furnishing it as 
to actual furnituro, rugs, drayeries and incidentals. 

A three act drama-farce was written by Lieut. John L. Hitchings and will be 
Staged by officers of the command, the five character parts being taken by offig 
cers and the ladies. The play depicts the idiosyneracies of Helen of Troy and 
Sir Galahad and, in addition, explains the reason for the empty seat at King 
Arthur's Round Table, 


Pope Field, Fort Brace, N.C., “ehruery 25th. 





Parachute jumping has lately constituted the chief sport of our perserno’ ra 
the field. Jumps were made by Privates Dalton, Smith, Stephenson, Clark. Soniwsis 
and Kolb, The latter suffered a sprained ankle, otherwise no hitch abemrrec wed 
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all concerned enjoyed the fun. 

Capt. A.W. Stevens mace cn urgent flight to Langley Field last week in quest 
of photographic supvlies necessary for conducting his project at Fort Bragg. Fe 
was piloted by Lieut. H.W, Gamble, ani the round trip was completed the same 
day with plenty of time to spare. 

Lieut. M.E. Gross of Maxweil Field was an overnight visitor here recently, 
his passenger being Private Rushing. He piloted an 0-2. 

Mr. Bellanca, with a party of three others, flew down from Richmond in one of: 
his Wright-Bellanca cabin jobs and landed here for fuel. He remained only a few 
minutes, being cesirous of making Charleston before nichtfall. Judging from his ow 
words, Mr, Bellanca is on an inspection trip, lodking over the Carolinas with ai 
view t6 esteblishing an aircreft factory somewhere ciose by'in tho south. 

Ordinarily the roar of a Liberty motor is a most comforting sound, tut -such 
an infernal racket at 6:00 A.M, is not appreciated to its fullest extent by those 
who endeavored to garner a full share of sleep. When Lieuts. M.M. Murphy and 
Claire Stroh hopned off for Langley the other morning and climbed over camp sev- 
eral minutes before daylight they jumped thé’ gun on avery alarm clock on the nost 
and completely dnnihilated something over 2000 man hours sleep. This rude awakens | 
ing made quite qa hit with our Artillery brothers. Some of the pilots charged 
Murphy and Stroh with running on retarded spark, with fiendish intent, »ut so far | 
the charge has not been proved. q 











